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Sister, Can You Spare
a Dime, or a Loan?

Under the leadership of Baltimore City
Historical Society board member Mike
Franch, members and others are spending
their third Thursday evenings each month
on topics intimate to their City in one of its
more engaging small venues, the Village
Learning Place. This former Enoch Pratt
Free Library Branch #6 in Charles Village
is cosponsoring these free Baltimore His-
tory Evenings as Franch guides programs.

The fourth speaker, on April 16, will
be Finnish-born Antero Pietila, character-
ized by Franch as having “turned to his-
tory after a 35-year career as a reporter, for-
eign correspondent, and editorial writer
at The Sun.” His topic is “There Goes the
Neighborhood: How Real Estate Practices
Segregated Blacks and Jews. A quick tour
of Baltimore’s racial real estate history.
Among the stops: the nation’s first resi-
dential segregation laws, restrictive cov-
enants, red-lining, and blockbusting.”

Refreshments, provided by Barnes and
Noble Books at Johns Hopkins, are served
at 7PM. The talk is at 7:30 and discussion
follows. The Learning Place is at 2521 St.
Paul Street, with curb parking at hand.
Three more Thursdays will complete the
series: on May 21, Mathew-Daniel Stremba
on “Making Love for All the World to See:
A Scarce-Told Story from Old Baltimore;”
June 18, Mary P. Ryan on “Democracy Ris-
ing: the Monuments of Baltimore,” and July
16, W. Edward Orser on “Green Spaces
and Brown Fields: Restoring Natural Heri-
tage along the Gwynns Falls.”

Stremba will reach back to a 1904 suit
“filed by a most ordinary woman married
to a most ordinary man, which required
reading of secret love letters in open court,
published of course in the next edition of
all the city’s newspapers.” History Prof.
Ryan of Johns Hopkins University will
hark to when the Washington Monument
competed with the Battle Monument for
civic attention, representing “different po-
litical values, party affiliations and class
loyalties.” Orser is professor of American
studies at University of  (Cont. on Page  4)

By Katherine Raymond

  They used to tell me I was building a dream,
  And so I followed the mob.
  Where there was earth to plow or guns to bear,
  I was always there, right on the job.

With today’s headlines screaming
about lost jobs and with bankers, insur-
ance moguls, and loan companies begging
for bailouts, it is not hard to appreciate
how important the services of Rose Shanis
Loans were to Baltimoreans back in the
’30s, especially to women. Before the Na-
tional Organization of Women, before the
bra burnings, before Ophra made her first
million, there was Rose Shanis. Radio
spots referred to her as “Lady Santa.”
  They used to tell me I was building a dream.
  With peace and glory ahead—
  Why should I be standing in line,
  Just waiting for bread?

Rose was born in Poland when it was
under Russian rule in 1904. At about 12,
she, her sister Etta, 14, and 38-year-old
mother arrived in New York. Papa Eli,
owner of a small butcher shop, had settled
in Baltimore in 1906. Like so many immi-
grants, he preceded his family to set up a
home prior to their leaving the “old coun-
try.” Rose’s first job was at Walter
Westphol Loan Co. as a manager.
  Once I built a railroad, I made it run.
  Made it race against time.
  Once I built a railroad, now it’s done
  Brother, can you spare a dime?

When Rose left in 1932 to marry, her
boss promised that the job would be there
after the honeymoon. But when Mrs.
David Glick returned to work she was told
the boss had given her job to his own son!
It was a banner year. Herbert Hoover was
defeated, the Bonus Army marched and
43,000 Baltimoreans were out of work.
Banks were closing and some people were
perishing because they lacked money to
by coal for heat, food and a place to live.

Rose, being a gutsy pioneer in the
Great Depression, began  (Cont. on Page  3)

Learning Place Hosts
Society’s History Talks

City Archives:  Quest
For Historic Answers

By Don Torres
The Archives of Baltimore City, long a

bane of the history-minded visiting its ram-
shackle site down the slope from Druid
Hill Park, has moved into new digs. This
step-child of City government is now in
the former Southern Steel Shelving Co.
building at 27th and Mathews Streets, a
block east of Greenmount Avenue. City
Archivist Rebecca Gunby said the site is a
major improvement, with more storage
capacity and a search room for patrons.
But the 40,000 square feet of leased space
has neither climate control nor on-site visi-
tor parking, and the safety of surrounding
streets is an issue.

Gunby noted that the earliest City ar-
chives date to 1797, a year after Baltimore
was incorporated. Her Office of Archives
and Records Management is part of the
Department of Legislative Reference and
is responsible for categorizing and pre-
serving the City’s records— maps, laws
and ordinances, education, public works,
transportation, fire and public safety, rec-
reation and parks, properties bought and
sold, port development, industry. They
carry the story of the city, but much of that
history is hidden within a maze..

While records management of the
dusty boxes requires stronger financial
support and commitment (Cont. on Page  3)

Village Learning Place
Not Pratt now, but learning continues at
Charles Village site of History Evenings.

From “Brother Can You Spare A Dime?”
- - Yip Harburg and Jay Gorney, 1931
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From the Chairman:  Peale
Revival Unifies Historians

From the President:  Repose
On Mall for Baltimore Flag
By Sally Johnston

Long may it wave!  The bicentennial
celebration of the War of 1812 is three years
away. Committees are hard at work plan-
ning for events in Baltimore and around
Maryland. The celebration will be national
and international in scope as many states
and the District of Columbia are organiz-
ing to participate. Canada, a field of battle,
is also mounting programs to recognize a
war that for many is little known. One
museum, however, is way ahead of sched-
ule. The Smithsonian’s National Museum
of American History reopened in Novem-
ber after a two-year, $85 million remodel-
ing. Its centerpiece is the extraordinary
Star-Spangled Banner exhibit.

The display is simple, bold, and in-
spiring. Visitors enter a ramped hallway
with exhibits on the Battle of Baltimore,
including a mortar bomb and a Congreve
rocket. The newly restored flag is dramatic,
at a slight angle in a chamber to conserve
the national treasure. The size of the flag
is an impressive 30 by 35 feet. A visitor is
close enough to see its fragile condition.
Above the flag is the first verse of Francis
Scott Key’s poem that became The Star-
Spangled Banner, our national anthem.

Alongside, a touch screen describes the
repairs to the flag and on the walls of the
ramp out of the gallery are exhibits about
Mary Pickersgill, the Baltimore seamstress
who sewed it. Her petite home, now known
as the Flag House, is at Pratt and Albemarle
Streets. Key is featured as well. The Mu-
seum on the Mall was built almost 50 years
ago, even then with the flag as the center-
piece—having left its abode at Fort
McHenry as a gift from the family of the
Fort’s commander in the 1814 battle with
the British, Gen. George Armistead.

Let’s hope that the planners of the bi-
centennial celebration will take note of this
wonderful exhibit and be inspired to pro-
duce events, programs and exhibits of simi-
lar quality.

1860 Run-up to Druid Hill
Strewn With Politics

By Jay Merwin
Druid Hill Park was conceived as a

public relations effort in the mid-19th Cen-
tury by a city eager to keep up with New
York and change its reputation for politi-
cal violence. David H. Schley, a Ph.D. can-
didate at The Johns Hopkins University,
explores these issues behind the creation
and funding of the park in his essay,
“Landscape and Politics: The Creation of
Baltimore’s Druid Hill Park, 1860". Schley
is the latest winner of the Society’s Joseph
L. Arnold Prize for writing about Baltimore
history.

The purpose of Druid Hill Park was to
present an idealized Baltimore to the world.
“Announcing the acquisition and open-
ing of a large park was tantamount to an-
nouncing that Baltimore too was a sophis-
ticated urban center. It also acted to ame-
liorate the unsavory reputation that had
developed over the past four years,”
Schley wrote, referring to the gang violence
and intimidation by which the nativist
American Party (aka the “Know Noth-
ings”) maintained its hold on City Hall.
“Purchasing, landscaping, and opening a
park for polite public use was a means by
which city politicians could present an
alternative vision of their city to the bloody
riots that had assured their election and
an alternative urban space to the crowded
and crime-ridden streets.”

Howard Daniels, a landscape archi-
tect who had previously lost to Frederick
Law Olmstead in the competition for the
commission to design New York’s Central
Park, was selected to create Druid Hill Park
from what was then a private estate a half
mile outside the city’s then border, in Bal-
timore County. The park opened in 1860,
in a ceremony attended by 30,000 taking
part in a city-wide business holiday dedi-
cated to the purpose. Within a year, the
Park Commission promulgated a regime
of penalties for inappropriate conduct: a
$5 fine for discharging a firearm, vandal-
ism, fastening a horse to a tree, or swing-
ing from a tree. Chasing squirrels also was
forbidden.

Funding for the park, and access to it,
came initially from the streetcar, also part
of the political intent. A penny of the nickel
streetcar fare was dedicated to the city park
fund. “The park’s location, distant from
the bulk of the population, helped ensure
that some Baltimoreans  (Cont. on Page  3)

Peale’s future in focus.
Photo by Lew Diuguid

By John Carroll Byrnes
E pluribus unum.
Many in the history community, particu-

larly this Society since 1998, have been in-
volved in the legal and financial intricacies
related to the challenge of reopening of the
City-owned
Peale, that ex-
traordinary
center of Balti-
more history.
These aspects
are important
for the fiscal
health of both
the Peale as a
headquarter
of history and
for its poten-
tial users—particularly in the midst of a per-
sistent economic crisis. There is a risk, how-
ever, that those intricacies might obscure its
role as fulcrum for this community.

The prime Peale image should be of this
former Municipal Museum of Baltimore re-
turning as the symbol that Baltimore lost in
1997, when Baltimore City Life Museums,
including the Peale, closed. We are blessed
with history-oriented organizations—Balti-
more Heritage for preservation, Baltimore Ar-
chitecture Foundation for caring about our
building design, past and present, Greater
Baltimore History Alliance for our extended
museum family. Historic Neighborhoods,
the City’s Commission on Historic and Ar-
chitectural Preservation under Kathleen
Kotarba. Also the City’s New Heritage Area
Association under Jeff Buchheit and Andy
Frank giving our mayor a direct means to
express her strong support. And this Soci-
ety—working to save and tell our City’s his-
tory—not to discount the extraordinary trea-
sure of churches, synagogues and institu-
tions. But, as the recent permission for a park-
ing garage to loom over the 1791 St. Paul’s
Rectory at Saratoga and Cathedral Streets
illustrates, sometimes the history message is
not as strong as it might be with more unity
and cooperation.

We have championed a restored Peale
in no small part because of the role it could
play as the unifying force that is needed to
foster cooperation and dialogue within the
history community. A broad unity of pur-
pose should not invoke “merger” of groups
with such diversity of efforts, but rather
standing together for a common cause.



from the mayor and City Council than
have been forthcoming, prospects are
brightening.  Archivist Gunby has forged
a partnership with the Maryland State
Archives, under the leadership of State
Archivist Dr. Edward C. Papenfuse.  

Although the State has no official role
in the City Archives, Papenfuse was in-
strumental in creating a website to serve
as a prototype for complete access to City
records. The site, http://baltimorecity-
history.net/, already makes accessible to
researchers a number of records and
guides to maps, block plat books, and re-
search on the public records.

Papenfuse includes this cautionary:
“Until recently, and for over nearly twenty
years, the permanent public records of
Baltimore City were permitted to lapse into
a horrendous state of decay and disarray,
even undoing in some measure, the initial
careful work undertaken by the first two
City Archivists, Richard Cox and William
LeFurgy, with National Historical Publi-
cations and Records grants in the 1980s.” 

Gunby’s goal is that all City records
be properly preserved, categorized,
scanned, and available to researchers on
line, with on-site computers to assist re-
searchers. To start, if funding permits, a
consultant would be hired to assess cur-
rent records management, and needs.
Papenfuse said volunteers could also do
much to make the records more accessible,
especially if the City and State together are

Archives’ New Home
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Rose Ahead of Times

Baltimore City Historical Society

(Continued from Page 2)

her own business on June 10. With help
from her sister and investments from rela-
tives and friends, she opened Rose Shanis
Loans. Eventually the Equitable Trust Co.
gave her some backing, as other invest-
ments foundered.
  Once I built a tower up to the sun,
  Brick, and rivet, and lime,
  Once I built a tower, now it’s done—
  Brother, can you spare a dime?

Seventy-five percent of her clients were
women.  According to an article by Mike
Levin, found at the Jewish Museum of
Maryland, she issued loans for people to
buy coal, to Catholic families to buy school
uniforms, and to all manner of others in
need of a “little bit of help.”

During WWII she sent her clients sta-
tioned overseas cigarettes and waived their

(Continued from Page 1)

interest rates. She also lent to Bethlehem
Steel workers who were on strike at the be-
ginning of the war. There
is a picture of a great out-
door Morton Billboard, at
Park Ave. and Fayette St.,
for Rose’s company in
1942, reading: “Save at
Least 10% in War Bonds.
This month’s quota in
Baltimore will be to build
1,271 Antiaircraft Guns.”
It shows a woman han-
dling an ack-ack as if it were a curling iron.
  Once in khaki suits, gee, we looked swell,
  Full of that Yankee Doodly Dum.
  Half a million boots went slogging through
  hell.  And I was the kid with the drum.

After the Holocaust in Europe she paid
for several of her cousins to come to the
United States. It is said that she provided
them a small grocery with rooms above, in

the classic Baltimore pattern.
  Say, don’t you remember, they called me Al?
  It was Al all the time.
  Why don’t you remember, I’m your pal—
  Buddy, can you spare a dime?

Rose’s first store was above
Hammonds Music in the old Equitable
Trust Building. Eventually she had stores
in Highlandtown, Howard Street, Fayette,
Monument, Broadway, near Cross Street
Market, and on she went.

Rose died in 1976. Her three children,
Sue Lieberman, Stephen and Norman
Glick helped in the business. When the
company was sold it had $47 million in
outstanding loans and 80 employees in 12
branches around the Bay.

In 1974, the Equal Credit Opportunity
Act was passed and women could get a
loan from a bank or credit company with-
out their husbands’ signature. In hard
times, Rose was ahead of her times.

Politics Played Role
In Druid Hill Park

would not even make it to the gates,”
Schley wrote. “The streetcar being the prin-
cipal means of accessing the park, it acted
as a filter for certain elements of the popu-
lation, rendering explicit regulation unnec-
essary.… African Americans had restricted
access to streetcars in Baltimore.” Even
without such restrictions, however, “the
streetcars’ nickel fare was a deterrent to
the city’s poor, white as well as black.”

Druid Hill Park was also a response
to public clamor for more parks, though in
a very different direction. Schley shows
how the park, by virtue of its vastness, dis-
tance from the heart of the city and politi-
cally conceived purposes, represented a
departure from the city’s tradition of small,
neighborhood-based parks and squares.
“Druid Hill Park represented an effort at
self-definition by a city in the process of
growing, expanding its boundaries, and
competing with other urban centers for
trade and investment,” Schley wrote.

Schley’s award-winning essay is not
the first, nor likely the last, of his research
in Baltimore’s heritage. At Hopkins, his
dissertation topic is “City of Movement:
the B&O and Urban Life in Baltimore,
1827-1877”. His award was announced at
the May 9, 2008, Baltimore Historians’
Workshop at the Reginald F. Lewid, spon-
sored by BCHS and the University of Mary-
land Law School.

Archives await a sign.

(Continued from Page 1)

able to provide
a web
presence. Gunby
urged those in-
terested in vol-
unteering or
donating to the
cause to con-
tact the State
A r c h i v e s ,
since the City

has no means of accepting contributions. 
The State Archives can be reached

through its website www.msa.md.gov or
through Papenfuse’s office by phone, 410-
260-6400, or e-mail archives@mdsa.net.
Donations can be made to Friends of the
Maryland State Archives, 350 Rowe Blvd.,
Annapolis MD 21401. Donations are tax
exempt and should state “for the benefit of
sustaining the web presence, and improv-
ing access to, and care of, Baltimore City
Archives.”

Although Papenfuse praises the new
physical site, his dream is one day to see
the City Archives as a component in the
majestic former Scottish Rite Masonic
Temple at Charles and 39th Streets. For
now, they are at 2615 Mathews Street,
21218. Phone 410.396.3884-5 for visits by
appointment only: Tues-Friday, 9AM-3PM.

Should funds go to Archives in hard
times? The answer may be found in a quote
from the Spanish-born American author,
philosopher, and poet George Santayana,
1863-1952:  “Those who cannot remember
the past are condemned to repeat it.”

Rose
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Maryland Baltimore County and a writer
on the City.

The series opened on Jan. 15, with Pro-
fessor Emeritus Thomas Cripps of Morgan
State University and patriarch of Lanvale
Street in Bolton Hill. In “A Baltimore Lifer
Reflects on Race, Ethnicity, and Interest-
ing Times in 20th Century Baltimore,” he
told of coming of age in the Depression,
brought up by German parents. He worked
as a cabby, at Maryland Drydock—and at
Bethlehem Steel in Sparrows Point, as did
many Germans, for whom racial integra-
tion was out of the question. They adhered
to the rule, Cripps said, “Never let a black
man pick up a tool,” for fear he would dis-
place the white job holders. The myth in
those times before the 1968 riots was that
the races “were getting along. I’m not sure
the myth measures up to the reality.”

On Feb.19, State Archivist Edward
Papenfuse celebrated the 200th anniver-
sary of Lincoln’s birth with an illustrated
lecture on “Lincoln, Booth, and the Barber
at Barnum’s,” on the 16th president’s tur-
bulent ties to Baltimore. The barber at the
celebrated hotel was a Corsican and mem-
ber of the National Guard, Cipriano
Ferrandini, who was accused of plotting
to kill Lincoln on his passage through this
divided City as the Civil War began. The
Corsican died in 1910, secrets intact.

Wayne R. Schaumburg, known to
Baltimoreans for his walking tours of
Green Mount Cemetery, spoke March 19
on “The Feminine Touch: Women in Balti-
more History,” in celebration of Women’s
History Month. With slides of his subjects
and their homes or monuments, he re-lit
the fame of more than a dozen—from
Betsy Patterson, Henrietta Szold and Mary
Elizabeth Garrett to Frances Ellen Watkins
Harper and Lizette Woodworth Reese.

When the Pratt Branch was built in
1896 the neighborhood was called
Peabody Heights, said Emily Gould of the
Learning Center staff. It was one of a num-
ber of smaller branches closed in 1997, af-
ter a lengthy battle in which neighborhood
residents staged a funeral for the library
and took the city to court. Ultimately the
city offered use of it for $1 per year. Charles
Village residents restored the building with
volunteer labor and it reopened as the
Learning Place in 2000.

Attendance at the series has been at or
near capacity of about 60.

History Evenings

Historian Wayne R. Schaumburg, at tomb of
sculptor W.H. Rinehart, offers four guided
tours of Green Mount Cemetery on Satur-
days May 2, 9, 16 and 23. Opened in 1839, it
also includes Johns Hopkins and William
and Henry Walters.  Tours begin at 9:30
a.m. from Greenmount Avenue and East
Oliver Street. Cost of the two-hour trek is
$15. Reservations required, at 410.256.2180
or wschaumburg@earthlink.net.

Annual Meeting June 20
Amid Fell’s Point History

The Society’s Annual Meeting will be
on Saturday, June 20, at 10AM in the Visi-
tor Center of the Society for Preservation
of Federal Hill and Fell’s Point, 1724
Thames Street in Fell’s Point. The historic
waterfront building once was a trolley
barn, with a ramp for the horses to reach
stalls upstairs. More recently it housed the
Maritime Museum of the Maryland His-
torical Society. But that four-year experi-
ment failed almost two years ago. The com-
plex also includes the historic Robert Long
House with a colonial garden, and an art
gallery. Light refreshments will be served. 

On Saturday, November 14 at noon,
the annual Mayor’s Reception and His-
tory Honors Presentation will take place
at the newly restored Lovely Lane Meth-
odist Church, with a tour available after
the meeting.

Photo by Lew Diuguid

McCormick and Company of Sparks
donated $500 in January to the Baltimore
City Historical Society. The spice manu-
facturer, once located in the Inner Har-
bor, said it is “pleased . . . to be partici-
pating in this worthwhile cause.”

The Society’s public support chair-
man, Jay Merwin, in thanking
McCormick said the gift would be used
to sponsor a history-related event and
invited the company’s donations com-
mittee to attend.

$500 Gift From McCormick for Programs


