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By Don Torres
 Despite a last-minute change of venue, 
the first of three lectures titled “Explore 
Environmental History” drew an engaged 
audience of at least 70 on August 10 to hear 
Professor Geoffrey Buckley on “The Baltimore 
Ecosystem Study: Reflecting on 15 Years 
of Historical Environmental Research.” Co-
sponsored by Friends of Olmsted Parks and 
Landscapes, the Cathedral of the Incarna-
tion’s Creative Care, and the Baltimore City 
Historical Society, the talk was to have been 
at the cathedral on University Boulevard but 
was switched to St. David’s Church on Roland 
Avenue to accommodate the funeral of re-
nowned former Episcopal Bishop of Maryland 
David K. Leighton Sr.
 Buckley, of Ohio University, has a Ph.D in 
Geography from the University of Maryland, 
and is co-principal investigator in the Long-
Term Ecological Research--Baltimore Ecosys-
tem Study. He has authored several books, 
including “America’s Conservation Impulse: 
Saving Trees in the Old Line State,” which 
included historical research and photographs 
of the urban tree resources in Baltimore.
 The 15 years of historical environmental 
research that Dr. Buckley referred to began 
in 1998 when Baltimore and Phoenix were 
chosen in a nationwide competition to re-
ceive National Science Foundation grants for 
research in city ecology from 1790 to 2100. 
The University of Maryland Baltimore County, 
where Buckley was doing his doctoral studies, 
was selected to do the research here.
 These grants gave recognition to the 
environment in history--how it impacts and is 
impacted by the history of man, his activities, 
the movement from rural to urban living, the 
ecosystems of cities, the growth of industry, 
and all other interactions between man and 
the environment. The study of environmental 
history is to provide decision makers with 
information to guide plans for more livable 
cities while protecting and sustaining envi-
ronmental resources.
 Dr. Buckley reflected primarily on 
Maryland’s forests, Baltimore’s urban forest, 
and how the city and 

By Elizabeth Nix
 On a snowy Sunday in 1980, the members 
of Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church took 
an important vote. Twenty-four years ear-
lier, the Bolton Hill church had established a 
million-dollar Woodbrook campus across the 
county line on Charles Street.  
 After years as “One Church in Two Loca-
tions,” members had to decide whether to sell 
the 1870 city property and merge the two 
bodies into one suburban church, or whether 
to take the chance that a small urban congre-
gation could survive with its own minister and 
independent governing bodies. Church lore 
has it that the blizzard outside did not deter 
the one member who cast the deciding vote 
to stay in the city. Today Brown Memorial Park 
Avenue Presbyterian Church is thriving, with a 
growing membership, more than 100 children 
in Sunday School and innovative global and 
urban partnerships.
 The property that the faithful remnant 
voted to preserve was originally the project of 
Isabella McLanahan Brown, a member of First 
Presbyterian Curch in Mt. Vernon, who wanted 
to build a church “in the country” to honor her 
late husband. George Brown, a devout son of 
Alex Brown, had helped establish the B&O 
Railroad before taking over the family broker-
age from his father in 1834. Isabella Brown 
hired Nathaniel Henry Hutton and John Mur-
doch to design the Gothic building. In 1875, 
Mrs. Brown added the neighboring lot to her 
gift, enabling the church to build a manse and 
church house in matching Baltimore County 
limestone. 

 The Baltimore City Historical Society 
will hold its 13th Mayor’s Reception and 
History Honors presentations on Saturday, 
Oct. 19 from noon to 2 at Brown Memorial 
Park Avenue Presbyterian Church in Bolton 
Hill. Honorees include two authors of his-
tory books, four currently active in fields 
affecting the city’s history, and three such 
activists who died in 2012. Most of the living 
honorees are expected to attend the catered 
luncheon, with family members. President 
Joe Stewart will be emcee.  
 Admission for members is $20, pay-
able by mail or at the door. Make check to 
BCHS, noting “2013 Mayor’s Reception” in 
the memo section. Send to Baltimore City 
Historical Society c/o MHS, 201 W. Monu-
ment St., Baltimore MD 21201. The church 
is at Park and Lafayette Streets, where street 
parking should be ample. A brief walking 
tour of the neighborhood will be offered 
after the meeting. The honorees:
Historian/Scholars  
 Joseph Balkoski has written seven books 
on World War II and the 29th Division, which 
was largely composed of soldiers from 
Maryland and Virginia. In “Omaha Beach,” he 
chronicles the bloodiest day in the war for 
the US Army. He is director of the Maryland 
Museum of Military History.
 Howell S. Baum, professor of Urban 
Studies and Planning at the University of 
Maryland, has written “Brown in Baltimore: 
School Desegregation and the Limits of 
Liberalism.” It chronicles the process of de-
segregation following the 1954 Supreme 
Court decision, finding that while Baltimore 
avoided the violence and bitter resistance 
that accompanied school integration in the 
Deep South, the School Board’s policy of 
“Freedom of Choice” did little to change the 
racial composition of the schools. 
Living History
 John Maclay established Maclay and 
Associates and published 15 books on Balti-
more and Maryland history and architecture, 
primarily in the 1980s.   
 Kathleen Kotarba grew up in Catonsville 
and is a graduate of 
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Painting by Jonathan Barnes, in 2008, of 
Brown Memorial Park Avenue Church.
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By Joe Stewart
 From time to time projects come up that 
threaten places having special historic, archi-
tectural and aesthetic value to a community. 
This is happening in Baltimore now with Druid 
Hill Park and iconic Druid Lake. In 2006 the En-
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA) declared 
an unfunded federal mandate to physically 
cover reservoirs across the country. Their LT2 
Rule requires drinking water systems to choose 
between covering their finished water reser-
voirs or to treat the water leaving uncovered 
reservoirs before distributing it to consumers. 
How Baltimore has responded to this mandate 
has led to mounting concerns about the future 
of Druid Hill Park and Druid Lake.
 Baltimore City Department of Public Works 
(DPW) has proposed removing the reservoir 
from the drinking water system, initiating a 
massive multi-million dollar, disruptive con-
struction project at our rate-payer expense. 
The project would decommission the lake and 
remove it from the city drinking water system 
while storing the water in new underground 
tanks. This would dramatically impact the aes-
thetic and architectural integrity of the park. 
Friends of the park and members of historic 
preservation organizations are very worried 
about maintenance, stewardship and a reliable 
water source for a decommissioned lake. 
 Metropolitan areas across the country 
have been raising questions about the real 
need and costs to bury open drinking water 
reservoirs underground or to add a new level of 
treatment. Druid Hill Reservoir has been deliv-
ering safe, clean drinking water for over a cen-
tury without a single major health incident. Is 
the cap-or-treat program actually necessary? In 
New York, Sen. Charles Schumer wrote urging 
“the EPA to partner with the City to find alter-

City, County Societies
In 2d Reunion Nov. 18

 The historical societies of Baltimore City 
and County are to hold their Second Annual 
Joint Program on Baltimore Waterworks His-
tory, from 2 to 4PM Saturday, November 
16, at the Maryland Historical Society, 
France Hall, 201 West Monument Street in 
Baltimore, with free on-site parking and 
refreshments. Speakers include: Kurt Kocher, 
City Department of Public Works; Edward  
Papenfuse, State and Acting City Archivist, 
and William P. Stack, Center for Watershed 
Protection. Old Baltimore began by relying 
on wells and springs, went on with limited 
success to offer water through quasi-private 
corporate subscription and eventually ac-
cepted the need for local government to 
supply the public with safe, steady sources 
of drinking water. State enabling acts, large 
land acquisitions, flooding of a mill town, 
laying pipes, building dams have all been 
part of the history of waterworks fed by 
Jones Falls and the Patapsco, Gunpowder 
and Susquehanna Rivers. --Joe Stewart

Chair of  Board of Directors . . .  John C. Murphy
President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Stewart

From the President
History and Druid Hill Park

Arnold History Prize Open
 Thanks to the Byrnes family, in memory 
of Joseph R. and Anne S. Byrnes, BCHS offers 
the annual Joseph L. Arnold Prize for Out-
standing Writing on Baltimore’s History, in 
the amount of $500. The deadline for entries 
is February 2. Arnold, professor of history at 
the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, 
died in 2004, at 66. A codifier of urban his-
tory, at his death he was hailed as the “dean 
of Baltimore historians.” Entries should be 
unpublished manuscripts 15 to 45 double-
spaced pages, including footnotes/endnotes. 
Submit via email as attachments in MS Word 
or PC convertible format. Any illustrations 
in J-peg or TIF format. “Blind judging” by a 
panel. Criteria are: significance, originality, 
quality of research and clarity. The winner will 
be announced in spring 2014. Winning entry 
will be posted on the BCHS webpage and 
considered for publication in the Maryland 
Historical Magazine. Inquiries: baltimorehis-
tory@law.umaryland.edu.

native common-sense 
strategies that will pro-
tect public health in 
a more cost-effective 
manner.”  NYC Envi-
ronmental Protection 
Commissioner Cas-
well Holloway wrote 
the EPA, “New York 
and other cities need 
a true partner in the 
federal government. 
EPA should promote 
urban areas as one of 
the most efficient ways 
to combat sprawl, air 
pollution, habitat deg-

radation, and carbon emissions. Unfortunately, 
uncoordinated mandates have driven up the 
costs of living in cities. Consent orders imposed 
by the EPA, the Department of Justice at EPA’s 
request, or states implementing EPA-delegated 
programs, often seek compliance with specific 
regulatory requirement without regard for a 
project’s comparative public health benefit, 
competing water system priorities, or likely 
impact on consumers who pay the bills.”
 Protecting the quality of our drinking 
water, protecting our city expenditures and 
protecting the aesthetic and architectural 
integrity of Druid Hill Park and Lake require 
an informed public actively and openly par-
ticipating in decision-making. It is disturbing 
that DPW selected the much more expensive, 
disruptive underground storage option over 
the less costly construction of a treatment 
structure which could be architecturally and 
aesthetically pleasing. This must be re-exam-
ined. Citizens’ loss of this living history space 
for enjoyment, exercise and play must be seri-
ously weighed. Druid Hill Lake should not be 
lost to history and Druid Hill Park should not 
be disrupted because of short-sighted, secre-
tive plans, especially when it is our rate-paying 
dollars that will be footing the bill.  

Druid Hill about 1906, from postcard collection at Enoch Pratt Library.

A City Church - Continued from page 1

 In 1905, the congregation embarked on a 
major renovation, adding transepts and Tiffany 
windows. Although not all of the windows are 
signed, scholars have documented the Tiffany 
provenance of 11 of them, constituting one of 
the largest existing Tiffany collections.  
 But Brown does more than windows. By 
staying in the city it has been able to take an 
active role in the surrounding neighborhoods. 
The congregation has run a volunteer tutorial 
program serving public school children for 
almost 50 years, and members participate in 
nearby enrichment activities. 
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Not Just McHenry: Covington, Lazaretto, Babcock, Lookout 

The ‘A’ in Jos. A. Bank?   Initially It Seemed So Easy 

By John L. Cain
 Americans of all stripes know of Fort 
McHenry and the writing of “The Star -Spangled 
Banner.” But other nearby fortifications, almost 
erased from popular memory, played important 
subordinate roles in protecting Baltimore from 
the British, who anchored their ships of war near 
the present-day Francis Scott Key Bridge. Small 
and temporary, these installations included Fort 
Covington and Babcock Battery, located on 
what became the Western Maryland Railroad 
yard west of Fort McHenry, Camp Lookout 
further inland at what is now Riverside Park, 

and the Lazaretto Battery at the foot of Clinton 
Street in Canton.
  Early on September 14, 1814, the British 
under the cover of night tried to sneak past 
Fort McHenry and establish a beachhead on 
Whetstone Point, now Locust Point.  They were 
spotted by Baltimore militiamen at Fort Coving-
ton, with 80 seamen and guns, and Babcock 
Battery, with six 18-pound cannons and 50 men.  
The defenders laid down decisive firepower and 
repulsed the British attempt. The 200 British, in 
22 small barges, were frustrated at being dis-
covered by the Americans and returned to their 
larger squadron down the Patapsco River.
  The Lazaretto is opposite Fort McHenry at 
the mouth of the Northwest Branch of the Pat-
apsco, where it played a vital role in protecting 
Fell’s Point’s shipyards and Baltimore privateers. 
The fortifications consisted of three 18-pound 
cannons manned by 45 flotilla sailors under the 
command of Lt. Solomon Frazier. The cannon 
did heavy duty, firing their shot down the river 
about one mile southeast toward the menacing 
British fleet. Although out of range of the invad-
ers, the bombardments from Fort McHenry and 

By Michael J. Lisicky
 Back in May, I was contacted by an exec-
utive with the clothier Jos. A. Bank Co. asking 
for assistance in finding out “what his middle 
initial stood for?” How could the company 
not know? How could the family not know? 
I had spent over a week learning (almost) ev-
erything about Joseph A. Bank. He was born 
in 1887, married in 1913, and died in 1954. 
He was not a retailer but a manufacturer. His 
business, the former Hartz & Bank clothing 
company, was located on Hopkins Place and 
he spent much of his life on Linden Avenue, 
later moving to Park Heights Avenue. His 
funeral was held at Sol Levinson Funeral 
Home on North Avenue and he was laid to 
rest at the Hebrew Friendship Cemetery in 
east Baltimore, alongside many of the city’s 
prominent retailing families. His will was 
settled on May 5, 1955 and his estate was 
valued at $111,000. 
 My research began with the Baltimore 
Sun and News American archives. There is 
a modest obituary posted on November 
1, 1954, as Joseph A. Bank. The Enoch Pratt 
Maryland Room contains a small vertical 
file on the Joseph A. Bank firm and family, 
but just Joseph A. Bank. The biography file 
at the Pratt lists obituaries of other Bank 
family members; no family members, older 
or younger, share the A as a first or middle 
name, a common practice. The obituary 

Lazaretto warned the British that Baltimore was 
better fortified than Washington and would not 
be an easy conquest.  Major General Samuel 
Smith, commander of all Baltimore defenses, 
singled out the Lazaretto in his report of the 
battle as conducting “a successful fire during 
the . . . bombardment.”
 Additional creative impediments were 
devised to protect the city. The Lazaretto was 
anchor to one end of a string of floating ships’ 
masts tied together with chains and laid across 
the Northwest and Ferry Branch channels.  A 
second level of protection consisted of sunken 
ships along the same line at the entrance to the 
Northwest Branch. Finally, a series of 11 armed 
barges, each manned with up to 34 seamen 
and 18- and 12-pound cannon similar to that 
on shore, sealed the channel approach.
  The defensive measures between Whet-
stone Point and the Lazaretto were strategically 
significant should the British blast their way 
past Fort Mchenry and attempt to enter the 
inner harbor.  Additional cannon at Rodgers’ 
Bastion, up the hill from the water and part of 
what is now Patterson Park, could also have 
contributed. 

mentions the cemetery and the cemetery’s 
handwritten records, along with his tomb-
stone, say Joseph A. Bank. Sol Levinson fu-
neral home has the death records of Joseph 
A. Bank. Sol Levinson also completed the 
death certificate as Joseph A. Bank.
 The next obvious stop for me was the 
Jewish Museum of Maryland, at 15 Lloyd 
Street off E. Lombard Street’s Corned Beef 
Row. The museum keeps a comprehensive 
record on prominent Baltimore families. 
There are records on his grandfather Charles, 
but not Joseph A. Bank. The Jewish Museum 
also had a copy of a 1982 article on a Bank 
family reunion. A member of the Bank family, 
Sandy Baklor, compiled a family tree for the 
occasion. I contacted Mr. Baklor but he did 
not know the answer. Baklor knew Joseph 
A. Bank, who was frequently referred to as 
“Joey A.” I followed up with two other Bank 
family members to no avail.
 What is his middle name? It has become 
my $64,000 question. There are rumors of 
it being Abraham, Albert, or Aloysius, but 
no documents. Of the three, I would not 
pick any. A number of Jewish merchants 
throughout the country had the first name 
Abram, including one of the Hutzlers. That 
was just my unsupported guess. None of 
these names wes used for past Bank family 
members. Joseph A. was one of nine children 
and, according to documents, all were born 

in America. Was he born in another state? 
Could he have given himself an A as some 
type of name change? Was Joseph Bank too 
short of a name for an up and coming busi-
nessman? That also would be untraditional. 
I must mention that all official documents 
used the name Joseph A. Bank, never Joseph 
Bank. Many older records use only the first 
and last name of a person. Not in this case. 
It was always Joseph A. Bank. Was he only 
given a middle initial as a child? The birth 
certificate would answer that question, if it 
could be found.
  So for once, I felt defeated. I composed 
a letter to the corporate office that outlined 
my search and frustration. I shared it with my 
friend, retail author Jan Whitaker, to share my 
story. Within one hour, I received a response 
from Jan: “Bingo!.” Joseph A. Bank did not 
have a birth certificate on file in Annapolis 
because he was born in Russia. But most 
importantly, he filled out a draft registration 
card in 1917 as Joseph Albert Bank. It is the 
only archival record of his middle name. 
Mystery solved. All in all, I was thrilled that the 
company was even interested in this topic. 
Most aren’t and rarely care. My satisfaction 
and reward came from a passion for research. 
I’ll also take a complimentary suit, but I’m still 
waiting to get fitted.
–––––
 Lisicky’s latest book:  “Baltimore’s Bygone 
Department Stores” (Landmarks) 2012.

Jacqueline Greff, Tonal Vision



 Volume 12, Number 2       Baltimore City Historical Society         Fall 2013

The Baltimore City Historical Society Inc.
c/o The Maryland Historical Society
201 West Monument Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21201

Mayor’s Reception - Continued from page 1

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
BALTIMORE MD
PERMIT NO. 353

the Maryland Institute College of Art and 
Johns Hopkins University. She has served as 
executive director of Baltimore’s Commission 
for Historical and Architectural Preservation 
since 1981, navigating through the regula-
tions of city, state, and federal governments. 
She has overseen the growth of CHAP historic 
districts from 9 to 35, and care of now 150 
monuments.  
 Jeff Korman is manager of the Maryland 
Room of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, where 
he has worked for 32 years. He has also 
trained librarians in Maryland subjects and 
has undertaken programs for libraries. 
 Patricia Welch attended segregated 
schools here until 1954, when she was part 
of the first desegregated class at Eastern High 
School. After graduating from Coppin State 
College, she taught in public schools for 22 
years, also earning an MA from Morgan State 
University and a Ph.D. from the University of 
Maryland. In 1989, she was appointed assis-
tant dean of education at Morgan and later 
became dean, a position she holds today. 
In Memoriam
 Karen Lewand came to Baltimore from 
Michigan in 1977, and soon became involved 
in the city’s architectural heritage. She died 
of cancer at 67 last December.
 Benjamin C. Whitten, born and raised 
in Wilmington and a WW II veteran, began 
teaching industrial arts in Baltimore in 1948, 

Focus on Trees - Continued from page 1
state began to recognize the importance of 
employing professional foresters to preserve 
these resources. This was born out of disaster, 
in the form of severe forest damage in Western 
Maryland due to coal mining. The state formed 
a Board of Forestry, and appointed Fred Wilson 
Besley (1872-1960) as the first State Forester. 
He served from 1906 to ‘42. Besley received 
his degree in agriculture from the University 
of Maryland in 1892, graduated from the Yale 
School of Forestry in 1904, and was mentored 
by one of the great foresters and conservation-
ists of that time, Gifford Pinchot--the first Chief 
of the U.S. Forest Service, 1905-10.
  Besley embarked on an exhaustive map-
ping and photographing of Maryland’s for-
ests, often traveling by horse and buggy. He 
was a strong proponent of responsible use of 
forest preserves for recreation and camping, 
and advocated that Maryland’s forests remain 
under state authority, opposing the placing 
of any large tracts with the National Forest 
Service. Besley feared that as a small state, 
Maryland could lose control of its forests to 
the federal service. 
 As Besley was guiding state forestry, 
Baltimore’s interest in forest preservation and 
parkland was being pushed by many of the 
70 neighborhood associations in the early 
1900s, said Buckley. Mayor James H. Preston 
formed a Park Board and in 1912 hired Brooke 
Maxwell as Baltimore’s first professional City 
Forester. He, too, was of the Yale School of 
Forestry. The city benefitted from work here 
by the pre-eminent landscape architecture 
firm, the Olmsted Brothers. Of course, said 
Buckley, fulfillment of an ideal forestry and 
parks plan faces many challenges. The basic 
criteria--of equal access for all, a proper mix of 
trees and open space, varieties and distribu-
tions of trees, and placement of parks based 
on population density--all come head to head 
with the realities of the times: segregation, the 
economy, politics and public attitudes. “Many 
people do not want trees planted in front of 
their houses!” he pointed out.
 BCHS President Joe Stewart focused on 
the importance of environmental history to 
Baltimore in last spring’s issue of the Gaslight-
-elaborating on a concept likely unfamiliar to 
many members. The two additional lectures 
are McKay Jenkins, “What’s Gotten Into Us: 
Toxic Chemicals and Their Impact on Our 
Health and the Environment,” from 1 to 3PM 
Saturday, November 2 in the Peabody Room, 
Cathedral of the Incarnation at 4 East Univer-
sity Parkway; and Adam Rome, “The Nature 
of the Metropolis,” 1PM December 7, same 
location.

Village Series Opens Jan. 16
 The 2014 Baltimore History Evenings 
begin a sixth season on January 16 at the 
Village Learning Place in Charles Village. 
On each third Thursday through June, a 
Baltimore historian takes up an aspect of 
city history, leaving time for responses. The 
lineup includes authors of two new books 
about Baltimore. 
 The full schedule will be announced at 
the Mayor’s Reception on October 19, and by 
emails to the BCHS list. Evenings begin with a 
reception at 7 and lecture at 7:30. The Village 
Learning Place, co-sponsor with BCHS of the 
series, is at 2521 St. Paul Street. 

as a vice principal, principal, and director of 
vocational education. He pioneered in secur-
ing federal funding for vocational programs. 
He died at 89 in September 2012.
 Willie Alexander Harry was born in South 
Carolina, moved to Baltimore as a child and 
graduated from Carver Vocational-Technical 
High School in 1949. He first worked in in-
dustry but started barbering in the 1960s, 
opening Harry’s Afro Hut on York Road in 
1972. As Vincent Williams observed in a 1996 
City Paper review, “In the black community, 
barbers serve as prophets, sages, referees, 
philosophers, trash talkers, teachers, and 
walking encyclopedias, all in one. And they 
cut hair . . . and Willie Harry is one of the best.”  
He died on July 5, 2012, at 81.


