
By Catherine Evans
 The history community in Baltimore lost 
a great champion in the death on December 
12 of Valeri McNeal, 64, after a stroke. Born 
here and raised in Walbrook, she was a life-
long resident of the west side. She graduated 
from Forest Park High School in 1967, earned 
a degree in urban studies from the University 
of Maryland, College Park, and worked for 
the Maryland Commission on Human Rela-
tions (now the Maryland Commission on 
Civil Rights) in the investigative unit. She was 
president of the African American Quilters of 
Baltimore and was an avid gardener.
 Valeri’s passion for history focused on 
honoring the past through making it known 
in the present. Preservation and education 
were hallmarks of her work through orga-
nizations devoted to history. She served 
through hands-on work and acceptance of 
leadership responsibilities, was thoughtful, 
fair-minded, enthusiastic, generous, articu-
late in voicing her views, and lent a gravitas 
to discussions.  She regularly attended his-
tory meetings, public events and city tours, 
especially those by Baltimore Heritage, of 
which she was member. She was secretary 
of the Board of the Baltimore City Historical 
Society and served on major committees, in-
cluding the Mayor’s History Honors Commit-
tee. The latter was particularly important to 
her.  Through it, BCHS celebrates those who 
have contributed significantly to Baltimore 
and to knowledge of it.  
 In addition, Valeri was chair of the First 
Unitarian Church of Baltimore’s Architec-
tural and Historical Review Committee. 

Named a Nation-
al Historic Land-
mark in 1972, First 
Unitarian is the 
oldest “purpose-
built” Unitarian 
church in North 
America. Valeri 
was responsible 
for  preser v ing 
the architectural 
integrity of the 
church buildings 
and their contents 

By Joe Stewart
 Members of The Baltimore City Histori-
cal Society will hold their annual meeting at 
10AM Saturday, June 20, beneath a covered 
pavilion overlooking a waterfall at Lake 
Roland, where they are expected to elect a 
slate of officers and 
directors headed 
by President-elect 
James B. Kraft for 
2015-2016. After 
the brief meeting 
a park ranger will 
take all comers on 
a guided history 
walk.
 N o m i n a t e d 
with City Council-
man Kraft, of the southeast District One, 
are incumbents Chairman John Murphy, 
Vice President Nicholas Fessenden, Trea-
surer Edwin Cogswell and Corresponding 
Secretary Donald Torres. Former president 
Joe Stewart is to be recording secretary and 
current President Ed Papenfuse remains on 
the Board of Directors. Eighteen current 
directors are nominated to continue, to be 
joined by Resource Manager Lisa Crawley 
of the Reginald Lewis Museum; Kathleen G. 
Kotarba, retired director of the Commission 
for Historical and Architectural Preservation; 
and historian Ron Parks of the Department 
of Public Works.
 Kraft was born in Waverly in 1950 and 
was elected to the City Council in 2004. 
He is chair of the Judiciary and Legislative 
Investigations Committee, vice chair of 
Budget and Appropriations and a member 
of Recreation and Parks. He belongs to St. 
Casimir’s Church, Patterson Park Neighbor-
hood Association and Friends of Patterson 
Park and served three terms on the city 
Democratic Central Committee. He gradu-
ated from Towson University with a degree 
in secondary education, history, and politi-
cal science and worked his way through the 
University of Baltimore Law School. He has 
declared his intention not to seek reelection 
when his current 
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by reviewing and evaluating all proposed 
repairs and renovations. There is not one 
square inch of the buildings to which she did 
not address her attention, from hands-on res-
toration work to careful reorganization and 
management of the extensive archives in the 
Church’s Heritage Room.  Twice monthly, she 
gave tours of the church. She also researched 
the numerous inquiries regarding Church 
history from scholars and interested indi-
viduals across the country and was watchdog 
for ensuring that no 

By Bill Dunn
Magistrate, District Court
 The Society has found an elegant home 
for its fledgling collection of Baltimore books 
by entering into a partnership with the Li-
brary Company of the Baltimore Bar. Under 
an agreement approved unanimously by 
the Board on February 25, the 300 volumes 
formerly consigned to packing boxes now 
occupy shelves in the Bar Library on the sixth 
floor of the Clarence Mitchell Jr. Courthouse, 
100 North Calvert Street. The joint venture is 
expected to benefit 

James KraftPhotos by Catherine Evans
Valeri’s Lights will supplement the natural 
backdrop of Tiffany window at First Unitar-
ian Church, which is above the pulpit she 
restored. The mosaic also is Tiffany.

(Continued on Page 6)
Valeri McNeal found 
time to help lead BCHS.
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By Luke F. McCusker
Director, Irish Railroad Workers Museum
 Baltimore completed a tremendous 
season of celebration in September 2014. 
The Star-Spangled Spectacular culminated 
in a Bicentennial gala at several venues, with 
none more compelling than the displays at 
Fort McHenry. Anticipation ran high as sev-
eral thousand gathered along the sea walls 
lining the Patapsco River’s narrow east chan-
nel to welcome tall ships from various calls of 
port. They viewed maritime and commercial 
industry lining the shore to the north. Inter-
mingled with many modern structures was 
a modest lighthouse placed there in 1985, a 
copy of one located close by in earlier years. 
It is known as the Lazaretto Point Lighthouse, 
across the channel from the fort.
 The channel had served as a bottleneck 
for British warships that wanted to sail into 
the Inner Harbor, known then as the Basin, 
in September 1814. Fort McHenry was stra-
tegically placed at the end of the peninsula 
that formed the narrow channel, offering 
protection to America’s third-largest city and 
its huge shipping industry. The fort worked 
in tandem with a facility just across the wa-
ter that also served as a barrier to harm that 
might come upon a city of immigrants.
  The Lazaretto Point Lighthouse was 
more than a simple guide to ships that sailed 
human cargo into Baltimore’s immigrant 
piers. It marked the spot where a measure of 
hope was given to desperate survivors of a 
perilous voyage from barren places like the 
west of Ireland. While some found a shallow 
grave nearby, many found a welcome from 
expatriates who served their medical, physi-
cal and spiritual needs. Indeed, the simple 
lighthouse marked a place of restoration and 
new beginnings for thousands. 
 The city’s second protectorate was es-
tablished by local authorities who sought 
to safeguard Baltimore’s population and 
work force by creating a lazaretto, a general 
term indicating a place of quarantine for 
maritime freight and travelers. Maryland’s 
State Assembly recognized the need for a 
lazaretto in Baltimore at the outset of the 
19th century. The Maryland Herald of Janu-
ary 19, 1802, reported that a law had been 
enacted by the State Assembly to establish 
a quarantine station “on the waters of Pat-
apsco for the reception of persons infected 
with malignant contagious diseases.” Early 
maps show its location across the strait from 
Baltimore’s famous fort. The lazaretto had a 
modest hospital to treat those arriving with 
maladies such as smallpox. 

 Between the fort and lazaretto were 
sunken ships, backed up with cannoned 
barges, to form a line of defense against the 
approaching British. The lazaretto was forti-
fied with three cannon, manned by some of 
Commodore Joshua Barney’s flotilla men. Af-
ter a successful defense of the city, Baltimore’s 
lazaretto returned to its traditional role of 
receiving and quarantining sick passengers 
and questionable incoming freight.
 With improvements, Lazaretto Point 
became part of a picturesque entranceway 
into the port. Passenger ships sailed into 
the City’s inner harbor via a strait flanked by 
Fort McHenry to its left and the lighthouse 
just to its right. Baltimore’s aldermen of the 
day described the view of the city skyline as 
not unlike a “Second Naples,” with America’s 
earliest monuments and its first Catholic ca-
thedral. Others referred to a famous graphic 
of the era as “the Constantinople View of 
Baltimore,” with its steeples and shot towers 
serving as a reminder of the minarets and 
church spires of the famous city.
 Baltimore’s small pox hospital fell into 
disuse during the 1840s, without a single case 
being reported in 1843, and local physicians 
suggested reestablishment of a facility at La-
zaretto Point in the event of further cases. The 
Point was still a remote location at the time, 
and was thought safer for treating contagious 
diseases than the city’s heavily populated 
center. Immunizations had virtually elimi-
nated the disease from the minds of most. 
But the city’s need for a facility that treated 
contagious diseases became manifest just 
a few years later, as the horrors of Ireland’s 
Great Hunger, and the resulting immigrant 
arrivals, fueled concerns of government of-
ficials and community leaders.
 These concerns were confirmed in April 
1847 when the ship Hampden arrived with 
200 Irish passengers, many in deplorable 
condition. Some appeared to be corpses, 
with little that indicated life at all. Starvation 
was obvious on many faces. Residents and 
officials helped, providing food and shelter. 
Once the crisis was dealt with, officials real-
ized that similarly beleaguered ships would 
be arriving in short order.
 The city passed an ordinance in 1847 
that enforced a quarantine line between 
Fort McHenry and Lazaretto Point. Ships 
with quarantined passengers were required 
to stop at the Point, where they were in-
spected by local health officials. Ships and 
their healthy passengers could then continue 
to the immigration piers in Fell’s Point. Sick 
passengers were required to stay at Lazaretto 

Point until cleared. Hefty fines were imposed 
on ships that did not follow this procedure.
 Famine ships from Ireland arrived with 
sick passengers intermingled with the 
healthy. Voyages were long and agonizing, 
and many who embarked in a compromised 
state became desperately ill in the cramped 
quarters, packed with strangers carrying 
various diseases. The rickety vessels were 
often called “coffin ships.” Both the healthy 
and sick were desperate for the sight of land, 
and the entrance into the port of Baltimore 
was grand indeed. Facilities that provided for 
their protection and care were to their right 
and left, and an affluent, vibrant city was just 
beyond. Baltimore’s skyline confirmed that 
newcomers were entering a place of jobs and 
opportunity. The huge Basilica on a hill, with 
its twin towers, confirmed to western Ireland’s 
Catholics that they were arriving in a land 
where their faith could be practiced freely.
  For those needing medical care at Laza-
retto, local doctors, clergy and Irish expatri-
ates rushed to their aid. In May 1847 when 
the Rio Grande arrived with 220 passengers, 
half were extremely ill, and the entire ship 
was quarantined. The Hibernian Society 
aided fellow Irish. A large wood structure 
was completed to house the sick, and care 
was given under a Dr. Lawrence. Dr. Charles 
Maguire gave aid as well, but succumbed 
to illness carried by arrivers, as did a nun. 
The Sisters of Charity provided nurses, and 
many patients recovered. Some did not, 
and were buried in Canton. James O. Law, a 
former mayor, also was lost to ship’s fever he 
contracted while helping. He was buried at 
Green Mount Cemetery.
 Lazaretto Point lighthouse facilities later 
were used for assembly of other lighthouses 
for the region, and repairs were done in its 
shops. Iron ore was discovered nearby and 
furnaces soon diminished the effectiveness 
of the light. It was the first in the nation to 
be electrified, but with its value amid heavy 
industry in doubt, it was turned off in 1926. 
A steel light replaced it. A commemorative 
new lighthouse was built  in 1985.

 

 

 

 

Lazaretto Point and Fort McHenry, Fielding Lucas Map, 1822 

 

 

 

 

 

Lazaretto Point Lighthouse and complex, circa 1885 (Photo by C.C. Knobeloch) 

Knobeloch Photo c. 1885
Lazaretto seen from Fort McHenry.
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President-Elect: Make History

Archivist Pa-
penfuse dis-
p l a y s  m a p 
wrested from 
mice show-
ing route for 
the Eastern 
Shore’s first 
railroad.

By James B. Kraft
 Mobtown -- a 19th century Baltimore 
nickname. It’s not quite “Charm City,” but it 
is apropos of a week in April 2015 -- and a 
week in April 1968. Is violence endemic to 
Baltimore? Is it a phenomenon that repeats 
itself? Does race really matter?
  What is our history? What happened 
then? What was different from now?
  Baltimore City History. It’s not just a 
bunch of old photos, the biography of a sea 
captain or merchant, the architecture of a 
building. It’s how we got here. It’s a sign of 
where we’re going. Does history repeat itself? 
Has history repeated itself?
  So many questions with too few people 
to help us answer them. We need help – to ask 
questions; to find the answers and to share 
the knowledge obtained.
  I want to thank Dr. Ed Papenfuse for 
setting us on the information highway and 
the many ramps off of it. The map that he 
has left for us will lead the Society to new 
ways of connecting with our members and 
expanding that base; sharing the vast volume 
of information that we have and transmitting 
the excitement that we experience while 
celebrating our city’s history with friends and 
neighbors here and afar. I share Ed’s vision.
  I love this city – quaint, trite and true. 
Every day we learn something new about 
something old and something old about 
something new. What do we do with that 
knowledge? How do we save it and pass it 
on? That is a challenge that I want us to meet 
over the next two years. We have to find a 
way to archive our information that provides 
easy user access with room to grow, available 
electronically. Our documents and artifacts 
must be preserved, whether in a partnership 
as for our book collection with the Bar Library, 
or in a location of our own.
  To do this we need to grow, by an increase 
in membership, funding, or both. I look forward 
to working with those here and those who will 
join us. Together we can “make history.”

President: To Save City History 
– A Marble-Steps Wikipedia

By Ed Papenfuse
 It has been a pleasure as retired Mary-
land Archivist to preside over a board of dedi-
cated and enthusiastic volunteers. Baltimore 
is fortunate to have such a locus of interest in 
its history. The passion for making the past 
come alive and to reach out with the city’s 
history is impressive. The heightened public 
interest by your efforts is well reflected in the 
attention paid to the Society’s Facebook page 
and the attendance at its numerous outreach 
programs. As I pass the gavel (figuratively--I 
am keeping my Agnew gavel from the wood 
of Government House) to Councilman Jim 
Kraft, I have two suggestions with regard to 
strengthening the Society’s role as the pro-
moter of the city’s history, suggestions that 
have evolved from my recommendations 
made at the beginning of my term. While 
I still think raising funds for intern staff for 
area repositories would be a sensible invest-
ment in preserving and making accessible 
the archives of Baltimore history,  a more 
productive use of money raised might be in 
creation of a reference resource in coopera-
tion with the City Archives, the Bar Library, 
and the Maryland Historical Society.
 Both suggestions relate to my personal 
quest to learn more about Baltimore’s past. 
For example, when exploring the history of 
a house in Fell’s Point for a talk I gave, I found 
that my subject Robert Long had a summer 
home and farm in what is today Waverly. By 
tracing the story of the farm in the private re-
cords of the Martenet company (on line for a 
fee through a marvelous atlas created by Joel 
Leininger), I was led to an obscure chancery 
case at the Maryland Archives containing a 
plat that showed not only my subject’s invest-
ments, but also those of two other prominent 
ship captains/merchants in Fell’s Point. Their 
stories were not of immediate interest on my 
part so I filed what I learned in my notes. How 
helpful might those notes be to someone 
seeking information about my subject’s part-
ners and associates? Yet they are buried in my 

research binders. In the future, who would be 
able to find them, or even know they exist? 
In all likelihood those binders will reach the 
dustbin on my passing. As the song popular-
ized by the Kingston Trio in 1959 reminds us, 
their “fate is still unlearned.” How then might 
we learn and build on what I and others more 
skilled have done, emerging richer for the 
experience?
 There is a crying need for an authorita-
tive, dynamically growing encyclopedia 
and virtual repository of city history, similar 
to what the Maryland Humanities Council 
attempted for Maryland history, but more 
on the collaborative model of Wikipedia. 
Creating a mediawiki for Baltimore history is 
neither expensive nor difficult. The software 
is free and creating the necessary server 
environment does not have to be costly top 
of the line. It could be in the “cloud,” that 
mysterious nirvana of all electronic informa-
tion, shared out and participated in by all 
institutions concerned with Baltimore his-
tory, through used equipment based at, say, 
the in-renovation Peale Center for Baltimore 
History and Architecture, with a permanent 
web address provided gratis by Verizon as a 
public service.  
 While this all may sound mysterious, 
because internet technologists make it 
sound that way to protect their businesses, 
it need not be. The great advantage of the 
open source movement and non-profit 
models like Wikipedia is that there are a lot 
of young minds who are willing to help out 
at minimal cost to keep access to the virtual 
world of information as free and open as pos-
sible. Indeed the future of democracy rests 
on how widely and inexpensively verifiable 
knowledge can be accessed. The future of 
Baltimore history rests on how information 
can be located and added to, whether it be 
the history of the Star-Spangled Banner, 
a biography of James Biays, the owner of 
the now forgotten estate of Mt. Jefferson in 
Waverly, the oral histories of the women’s 
movement of Charles Village, or the real story 
of a house on Ann Street in Fell’s Point. Give it 

Photo by Wash-
ington College

a home that is linked to the cloud, a modest 
equipment and maintenance budget, and 
a staff of professionals and volunteers, and 
the virtual world of Baltimore history will be 
permanently secure and accessible.
 There is also a market for an inexpensive 
virtual research and writing environment for 
Baltimore history, designed to entice anyone 
working on it. Family history, neighborhood 
history, topical blogs, biography, all could 
be researched and drafted within an on-line 
research and writ- (Continued on Page 6)
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By Luke F. McCusker
Director, Irish Railroad Workers Museum
 Baltimore completed a tremendous 
season of celebration in September 2014. 
The Star-Spangled Spectacular culminated 
in a Bicentennial gala at several venues, with 
none more compelling than the displays at 
Fort McHenry. Anticipation ran high as sev-
eral thousand gathered along the sea walls 
lining the Patapsco River’s narrow east chan-
nel to welcome tall ships from various calls of 
port. They viewed maritime and commercial 
industry lining the shore to the north. Inter-
mingled with many modern structures was 
a modest lighthouse placed there in 1985, a 
copy of one located close by in earlier years. 
It is known as the Lazaretto Point Lighthouse, 
across the channel from the fort.
 The channel had served as a bottleneck 
for British warships that wanted to sail into 
the Inner Harbor, known then as the Basin, 
in September 1814. Fort McHenry was stra-
tegically placed at the end of the peninsula 
that formed the narrow channel, offering 
protection to America’s third-largest city and 
its huge shipping industry. The fort worked 
in tandem with a facility just across the wa-
ter that also served as a barrier to harm that 
might come upon a city of immigrants.
  The Lazaretto Point Lighthouse was 
more than a simple guide to ships that sailed 
human cargo into Baltimore’s immigrant 
piers. It marked the spot where a measure of 
hope was given to desperate survivors of a 
perilous voyage from barren places like the 
west of Ireland. While some found a shallow 
grave nearby, many found a welcome from 
expatriates who served their medical, physi-
cal and spiritual needs. Indeed, the simple 
lighthouse marked a place of restoration and 
new beginnings for thousands. 
 The city’s second protectorate was es-
tablished by local authorities who sought 
to safeguard Baltimore’s population and 
work force by creating a lazaretto, a general 
term indicating a place of quarantine for 
maritime freight and travelers. Maryland’s 
State Assembly recognized the need for a 
lazaretto in Baltimore at the outset of the 
19th century. The Maryland Herald of Janu-
ary 19, 1802, reported that a law had been 
enacted by the State Assembly to establish 
a quarantine station “on the waters of Pat-
apsco for the reception of persons infected 
with malignant contagious diseases.” Early 
maps show its location across the strait from 
Baltimore’s famous fort. The lazaretto had a 
modest hospital to treat those arriving with 
maladies such as smallpox. 

 Between the fort and lazaretto were 
sunken ships, backed up with cannoned 
barges, to form a line of defense against the 
approaching British. The lazaretto was forti-
fied with three cannon, manned by some of 
Commodore Joshua Barney’s flotilla men. Af-
ter a successful defense of the city, Baltimore’s 
lazaretto returned to its traditional role of 
receiving and quarantining sick passengers 
and questionable incoming freight.
 With improvements, Lazaretto Point 
became part of a picturesque entranceway 
into the port. Passenger ships sailed into 
the City’s inner harbor via a strait flanked by 
Fort McHenry to its left and the lighthouse 
just to its right. Baltimore’s aldermen of the 
day described the view of the city skyline as 
not unlike a “Second Naples,” with America’s 
earliest monuments and its first Catholic ca-
thedral. Others referred to a famous graphic 
of the era as “the Constantinople View of 
Baltimore,” with its steeples and shot towers 
serving as a reminder of the minarets and 
church spires of the famous city.
 Baltimore’s small pox hospital fell into 
disuse during the 1840s, without a single case 
being reported in 1843, and local physicians 
suggested reestablishment of a facility at La-
zaretto Point in the event of further cases. The 
Point was still a remote location at the time, 
and was thought safer for treating contagious 
diseases than the city’s heavily populated 
center. Immunizations had virtually elimi-
nated the disease from the minds of most. 
But the city’s need for a facility that treated 
contagious diseases became manifest just 
a few years later, as the horrors of Ireland’s 
Great Hunger, and the resulting immigrant 
arrivals, fueled concerns of government of-
ficials and community leaders.
 These concerns were confirmed in April 
1847 when the ship Hampden arrived with 
200 Irish passengers, many in deplorable 
condition. Some appeared to be corpses, 
with little that indicated life at all. Starvation 
was obvious on many faces. Residents and 
officials helped, providing food and shelter. 
Once the crisis was dealt with, officials real-
ized that similarly beleaguered ships would 
be arriving in short order.
 The city passed an ordinance in 1847 
that enforced a quarantine line between 
Fort McHenry and Lazaretto Point. Ships 
with quarantined passengers were required 
to stop at the Point, where they were in-
spected by local health officials. Ships and 
their healthy passengers could then continue 
to the immigration piers in Fell’s Point. Sick 
passengers were required to stay at Lazaretto 

Point until cleared. Hefty fines were imposed 
on ships that did not follow this procedure.
 Famine ships from Ireland arrived with 
sick passengers intermingled with the 
healthy. Voyages were long and agonizing, 
and many who embarked in a compromised 
state became desperately ill in the cramped 
quarters, packed with strangers carrying 
various diseases. The rickety vessels were 
often called “coffin ships.” Both the healthy 
and sick were desperate for the sight of land, 
and the entrance into the port of Baltimore 
was grand indeed. Facilities that provided for 
their protection and care were to their right 
and left, and an affluent, vibrant city was just 
beyond. Baltimore’s skyline confirmed that 
newcomers were entering a place of jobs and 
opportunity. The huge Basilica on a hill, with 
its twin towers, confirmed to western Ireland’s 
Catholics that they were arriving in a land 
where their faith could be practiced freely.
  For those needing medical care at Laza-
retto, local doctors, clergy and Irish expatri-
ates rushed to their aid. In May 1847 when 
the Rio Grande arrived with 220 passengers, 
half were extremely ill, and the entire ship 
was quarantined. The Hibernian Society 
aided fellow Irish. A large wood structure 
was completed to house the sick, and care 
was given under a Dr. Lawrence. Dr. Charles 
Maguire gave aid as well, but succumbed 
to illness carried by arrivers, as did a nun. 
The Sisters of Charity provided nurses, and 
many patients recovered. Some did not, 
and were buried in Canton. James O. Law, a 
former mayor, also was lost to ship’s fever he 
contracted while helping. He was buried at 
Green Mount Cemetery.
 Lazaretto Point lighthouse facilities later 
were used for assembly of other lighthouses 
for the region, and repairs were done in its 
shops. Iron ore was discovered nearby and 
furnaces soon diminished the effectiveness 
of the light. It was the first in the nation to 
be electrified, but with its value amid heavy 
industry in doubt, it was turned off in 1926. 
A steel light replaced it. A commemorative 
new lighthouse was built  in 1985.

 

 

 

 

Lazaretto Point and Fort McHenry, Fielding Lucas Map, 1822 

 

 

 

 

 

Lazaretto Point Lighthouse and complex, circa 1885 (Photo by C.C. Knobeloch) 

Knobeloch Photo c. 1885
Lazaretto seen from Fort McHenry.
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Archivist Pa-
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wrested from 
mice show-
ing route for 
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By James B. Kraft
 Mobtown -- a 19th century Baltimore 
nickname. It’s not quite “Charm City,” but it 
is apropos of a week in April 2015 -- and a 
week in April 1968. Is violence endemic to 
Baltimore? Is it a phenomenon that repeats 
itself? Does race really matter?
  What is our history? What happened 
then? What was different from now?
  Baltimore City History. It’s not just a 
bunch of old photos, the biography of a sea 
captain or merchant, the architecture of a 
building. It’s how we got here. It’s a sign of 
where we’re going. Does history repeat itself? 
Has history repeated itself?
  So many questions with too few people 
to help us answer them. We need help – to ask 
questions; to find the answers and to share 
the knowledge obtained.
  I want to thank Dr. Ed Papenfuse for 
setting us on the information highway and 
the many ramps off of it. The map that he 
has left for us will lead the Society to new 
ways of connecting with our members and 
expanding that base; sharing the vast volume 
of information that we have and transmitting 
the excitement that we experience while 
celebrating our city’s history with friends and 
neighbors here and afar. I share Ed’s vision.
  I love this city – quaint, trite and true. 
Every day we learn something new about 
something old and something old about 
something new. What do we do with that 
knowledge? How do we save it and pass it 
on? That is a challenge that I want us to meet 
over the next two years. We have to find a 
way to archive our information that provides 
easy user access with room to grow, available 
electronically. Our documents and artifacts 
must be preserved, whether in a partnership 
as for our book collection with the Bar Library, 
or in a location of our own.
  To do this we need to grow, by an increase 
in membership, funding, or both. I look forward 
to working with those here and those who will 
join us. Together we can “make history.”

President: To Save City History 
– A Marble-Steps Wikipedia

By Ed Papenfuse
 It has been a pleasure as retired Mary-
land Archivist to preside over a board of dedi-
cated and enthusiastic volunteers. Baltimore 
is fortunate to have such a locus of interest in 
its history. The passion for making the past 
come alive and to reach out with the city’s 
history is impressive. The heightened public 
interest by your efforts is well reflected in the 
attention paid to the Society’s Facebook page 
and the attendance at its numerous outreach 
programs. As I pass the gavel (figuratively--I 
am keeping my Agnew gavel from the wood 
of Government House) to Councilman Jim 
Kraft, I have two suggestions with regard to 
strengthening the Society’s role as the pro-
moter of the city’s history, suggestions that 
have evolved from my recommendations 
made at the beginning of my term. While 
I still think raising funds for intern staff for 
area repositories would be a sensible invest-
ment in preserving and making accessible 
the archives of Baltimore history,  a more 
productive use of money raised might be in 
creation of a reference resource in coopera-
tion with the City Archives, the Bar Library, 
and the Maryland Historical Society.
 Both suggestions relate to my personal 
quest to learn more about Baltimore’s past. 
For example, when exploring the history of 
a house in Fell’s Point for a talk I gave, I found 
that my subject Robert Long had a summer 
home and farm in what is today Waverly. By 
tracing the story of the farm in the private re-
cords of the Martenet company (on line for a 
fee through a marvelous atlas created by Joel 
Leininger), I was led to an obscure chancery 
case at the Maryland Archives containing a 
plat that showed not only my subject’s invest-
ments, but also those of two other prominent 
ship captains/merchants in Fell’s Point. Their 
stories were not of immediate interest on my 
part so I filed what I learned in my notes. How 
helpful might those notes be to someone 
seeking information about my subject’s part-
ners and associates? Yet they are buried in my 

research binders. In the future, who would be 
able to find them, or even know they exist? 
In all likelihood those binders will reach the 
dustbin on my passing. As the song popular-
ized by the Kingston Trio in 1959 reminds us, 
their “fate is still unlearned.” How then might 
we learn and build on what I and others more 
skilled have done, emerging richer for the 
experience?
 There is a crying need for an authorita-
tive, dynamically growing encyclopedia 
and virtual repository of city history, similar 
to what the Maryland Humanities Council 
attempted for Maryland history, but more 
on the collaborative model of Wikipedia. 
Creating a mediawiki for Baltimore history is 
neither expensive nor difficult. The software 
is free and creating the necessary server 
environment does not have to be costly top 
of the line. It could be in the “cloud,” that 
mysterious nirvana of all electronic informa-
tion, shared out and participated in by all 
institutions concerned with Baltimore his-
tory, through used equipment based at, say, 
the in-renovation Peale Center for Baltimore 
History and Architecture, with a permanent 
web address provided gratis by Verizon as a 
public service.  
 While this all may sound mysterious, 
because internet technologists make it 
sound that way to protect their businesses, 
it need not be. The great advantage of the 
open source movement and non-profit 
models like Wikipedia is that there are a lot 
of young minds who are willing to help out 
at minimal cost to keep access to the virtual 
world of information as free and open as pos-
sible. Indeed the future of democracy rests 
on how widely and inexpensively verifiable 
knowledge can be accessed. The future of 
Baltimore history rests on how information 
can be located and added to, whether it be 
the history of the Star-Spangled Banner, 
a biography of James Biays, the owner of 
the now forgotten estate of Mt. Jefferson in 
Waverly, the oral histories of the women’s 
movement of Charles Village, or the real story 
of a house on Ann Street in Fell’s Point. Give it 
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a home that is linked to the cloud, a modest 
equipment and maintenance budget, and 
a staff of professionals and volunteers, and 
the virtual world of Baltimore history will be 
permanently secure and accessible.
 There is also a market for an inexpensive 
virtual research and writing environment for 
Baltimore history, designed to entice anyone 
working on it. Family history, neighborhood 
history, topical blogs, biography, all could 
be researched and drafted within an on-line 
research and writ- (Continued on Page 6)
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Montebello: 100 Clean Years
By Kurt L. Kocher 
Department of Public Works
 This September marks the 100th anniver-
sary of an important milestone in the history 
of the water supply in the Baltimore region. 
It was not the beginning of the water system 
or even of Montebello, the 300-acre Depart-
ment of Public Works property in northeast 
Baltimore. It did signify, however, provision 
of clean drinking water in the city. To mark 
that grand occasion, and remember our water 
history, current work and future plans, the city 
and its partners will hold a free celebration 
at Montebello on September 19, 10AM–4PM 
— with displays, art, music, food, period cos-
tumes, animals, boat rides, apt for all ages.
 Baltimoreans mostly identify Montebello 
with the lake, around which bikers, joggers 
and walkers exercise. The lake area is not tech-
nically a park, but was actually incorporated 
into the overall 19th century green-space 
plans. It was originally the home of General 
Samuel Smith, hero of the Revolution and 
the War of 1812, as well as a U.S. senator. He 
was also a founder of the Baltimore Water 
Company in 1804.
 Throughout its history, Baltimore sought 
out sources of clean water. Between the end 
of the Civil War and 1900, the city doubled in 
size to a half million residents. Early sources 
of water had been unreliable, seasonal and 
often contaminated. They included springs, 
wells and streams. Baltimore looked ever 
northward to find a source that would prove 
reliable and ultimately settled on the Gun-
powder Falls at a place known as Raven’s 
Rock, today Loch Raven. A small dam was 
built there in 1881 and connected through 
a tunnel to Montebello in 1881. Water from 
Lake Montebello was then sent to homes and 
businesses with no more treatment than the 
natural settling of silt and debris in the lake. 
 At the start of the 20th century, alum 
was added to coagulate this material, and 
hypochlorite of lime as a disinfectant--
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Baltimoreans celebrated Montebello in 1915. 

improvement, but not a solution for disease, 
clarity and quality issues. Thus Baltimore 
undertook building a state-of-the-art facility 
at Montebello using sedimentation, aeration, 
mechanical sand filtration, and disinfection. 
Not only that, but the facility was strikingly 
beautiful, with Italianate-style architecture, 
courtesy of James W. Armstrong and elabo-
rate landscaping.
 Not only were the citizens desirous of 
reliable high-quality water, they also were in 
competition with other cities to boast about 
it. Montebello became an attraction on the 
very northeast corner of the city, where 
people could take a street car up Harford 
Avenue and picnic by the shady lake. Some 
5,000 came out on a stifling hot September 
13, 1915, to dedicate this facility with music, 
speeches, tours and lots of filtered iced water. 
Photos show men dressed in their finest, in-
cluding the stylish boater hats of the period. 
The women wore long dresses, mostly light in 
color. Boys can be seen handing out fliers. 
 Mayor James H. Preston, just reelected, was 
magnanimous in praising the work of others in 
making his campaign pledge a reality. He espe-
cially noted Ezra Whitman, who was the city’s 
water engineer and oversaw the construction of 
not only Montebello but also a large part of the 
sewage treatment facilities installed a few years 
prior. Whitman began his own engineering firm 
that year, now known as Whitman, Requardt & 
Associates in Fell’s Point.

term expires.
 During the meeting, thanks to a donation 
by the family of founding Chairman Emeri-
tus John Carroll Byrnes, this year’s Joseph 
L. Arnold Prize for Outstanding Writing on 
Baltimore’s History will be presented to co-
winners. The prize is administered by emeritus 
law professor Garrett Power and named for 
his late colleague at the University of Mary-
land Law School. Entries were judged by six 
panel members chaired by Dr. Ed Orser of the 
University of Maryland Baltimore County, and 
the winners are: Deborah Weiner, “Insiders 
and Outsiders: Jewish-Gentile Relations in 
Baltimore During the Interwar Era,” and Den-
nis Halpin, “‘For My Race Against All Political 
Parties’: Building a Radical African-American 
Activist Foundation in Baltimore, 1870s-1885.” 
The $500 prize will be shared.
 At The Robert E. Lee Memorial Park, where 
members will gather, north Baltimore reaches 
Baltimore County. It was part of an 18th cen-
tury land grant from Lord Baltimore to several 
Maryland families. A Star-Spangled Banner 
Trail marker notes the presence of Bellona 
Gunpowder Company operations from 1801 
until 1856. Isaac Tyson mined chromite, cop-
per and iron and milled grain on the grounds 
as well.  
 Lake Roland, now the centerpiece of the 
park, was formed in the 1850s as a reservoir 
for the city and was initially called Swann Lake 
after the mayor in office when public water-
works were built. It supplied drinking water 
until 1915, when the Gunpowder became the 
metropolitan area’s main source [See related 
story on page 4.] As early as the 1860s Lake 
Roland was considered insufficient because 
of sedimentation and sewage runoff. Along a 
raised park trail covering a bed of dredge, visi-
tors see the confluence of Jones Falls, Roland 
Run and Towson Run that flow into the lake. 
It once offered boating above the dam, now 
frequented by urban kayakers.    
 Newspaper accounts in the 1890s refer to 
recreational use at “Lakeside Park,” serviced by 
streetcars. A 1915 iron bridge brought access 
over the water to nearby suburban housing 
development. Not until the 1940s was the 
land surrounding the lake consolidated to 
form the park, with 450 acres of woodland, 
wetlands, serpentine barrens, rare plants 
and rocky plateaus. Elizabeth Garrett White’s 
$80,000 donation led to its naming for General 
Lee; who lived in Baltimore when designing 
and supervising construction of Fort Carroll in 
the Patapsco River for the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. In the early 1960s a decision was 
made to move vintage trolleys to the park. 
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Vandals and weather took their toll. The 
trolleys were saved by the selection of the 
current Falls Road museum site below North 
Howard Street.
 In 1992, most of the park was declared 
the Lake Roland National Historic District in 
recognition of its Greek Revival pump house, 
dam, Baltimore & Susquehanna Railroad and 
later Northern Central Railroad structures. 
Scant evidence remains of Relay House or 
Hollins Station at Lake Roland, which closed in 
1926 and burned in 1933. Rail services existed 
between 1831 and 1959 and since 1972 Balti-

more’s Light Rail has followed the old tracks. 
A rail bridge over the water was disputed dur-
ing the Civil War, necessitating Union troops 
protection. President Abraham Lincoln used 
these rails to reach Pennsylvania to deliver his 
Gettysburg Address. His body later passed the 
same way on its return to Illinois for burial. 
 Oversight of the Park passed from Balti-
more City to Baltimore County in 2009. 
 Meeting attendees are asked, if possible, to 
park in the Falls Road light rail parking lot and 
use the boardwalk into the park, 1000 Lakeside 
Drive, Baltimore, MD 21210.   
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Birthplace of the Banner
By Dr. Matthew Crenson
Anthem Education Project

inappropriate changes were made.
 The First Unitarian Church was designed 
by engineer and architect Maximilian Gode-
froy, a French émigré who arrived in Baltimore 
in 1805 to be a drawing instructor at St. Mary’s 
College.  The Sulpician order that founded the 
college and seminary had no place of worship, 
so it asked him to design a chapel, which 
was completed in 1808 and is the first Neo-
Gothic building in the United States. It was 
designated a National Historic Landmark in 
1971. This project launched Godefroy’s career 
as an architect. He designed the Commercial 
and Farmers Bank in 1812 (razed in 1955), the 
Masonic Hall (1813; razed for the building of 
the Courthouse), and St. Thomas Church in 
Bardstown, Kentucky (also commissioned by 
the Sulpicians for the new diocese located 
there).   
 Godefroy designed gates and five vaults 
at the Westminster Burying Ground and the 
sally port and two bomb-proof shelters adja-
cent to it at Ft. McHenry. In 1815, he designed 
the Battle Monument to commemorate 
the defense of Baltimore during the War of 
1812--riding with the mayor in the elaborate 
ceremonies attendant to the laying of the 
cornerstone. This monument is depicted on 
the seal of the City of Baltimore. He also col-
laborated for a time with Benjamin Latrobe in 
the design of the Merchants Exchange Build-
ing and, in 1816, contributed to a number of 
building projects in Richmond, notably the 
layout of the Capitol Square. His crowning 
achievement, the First Independent Church 
of Baltimore (renamed First Unitarian in 1935), 
was designed and built in 1817-18. It is the 
oldest French Romantic Classical structure in 
this country and is considered the finest in 
existence. Because of the economic depres-
sion of 1819, Godefroy and his wife left for 
England, finally returning to France in 1827. 
His work here has received scholarly acclaim.  
Indeed, in the iconic 1822 map of Baltimore 
by Thomas Poppleton, a number of the il-
lustrations, which feature its most important 
buildings, are by Godefroy.
 Valeri McNeal’s restoration work at the 
Church was important in maintaining this 
building. With fellow Church member Mark 
West, an antiques restorer, she restored the 
original pulpit, stripping off layers of paint. Un-
derneath they discovered the outline of a ring 
of fleurs-de-lis, which had originally adorned 
the pulpit. These were recreated with gold leaf. 
The pulpit is significant to all Unitarians. From 
it the Rev. William Ellery Channing preached 
“Unitarian Christianity” at the ordination of 
the Church’s first settled minister in 1819. 
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 In January, the mayor and City Council 
approved an ordinance officially adopting a 
motto for the city – “Birthplace of the Star-
Spangled Banner.”  The bill was introduced by 
City Councilman James Kraft, president-elect 
of the Baltimore City Historical Society, and it 
echoed a resolution adopted by the Society 
in 2011, when BCHS launched the Anthem 
Education Project in cooperation with the 
Friends of Fort McHenry and the Baltimore 
National Heritage Area.
 The Project was a response to a demon-
strated shortage of public knowledge about 
the Anthem. Polls show two-thirds of all 
Americans do not know its words, and even 
in Baltimore, where the words were written, 
informal surveys show that many local resi-
dents are uninformed about the momentous 
circumstances surrounding the Anthem’s 
composition. Adoption of the historically 
grounded city slogan is one of several mea-
sures that may raise public awareness of the 
Star-Spangled Banner and its background.
 A Project website focused on the history 
of the Anthem is still evolving (www.ourna-
tionalanthem.com).  It will eventually include 
a link to a more comprehensive account of 
Baltimore’s role in the War of 1812 and the 
part played by such illustrious Baltimoreans 
as Major General Samuel Smith. Visitors to 
the website can purchase educational post-
ers carrying images of Fort McHenry and 

the 15-star flag that flew over it at daylight 
on September 14, 1814, when Francis Scott 
Key caught sight of it. Copies of the posters 
are being distributed to public and private 
schools in Maryland and beyond. 
 Thanks to the Friends of Fort McHenry, a 
poster rode home on each of the 133 school 
buses that carried participants in the “liv-
ing flag” celebration of the bicentennial of 
the Battle of Baltimore last year. Another 50 
posters will go to a regional conference of 
public school social studies supervisors in 
Pennsylvania. The Project’s goal is not just 
to distribute the posters but to have them 
framed and displayed in as many schools as 
possible.  
 To promote appreciation of Baltimore 
history in general, the Anthem Project seeks 
to have August 8 designated “Baltimore Day.” 
It marks the date in 1729 when the colony’s 
proprietary governor signed the legislation 
granting Baltimore a town charter. The pe-
riod between Baltimore Day and Defenders’ 
Day, September 14, can offer Baltimoreans 
opportunities to remember, celebrate, and 
reflect on the places and people that have 
figured in the history of their city. They can 
also provide a Baltimore-themed prelude to 
the opening of the school year.  
 Unfortunately, some of the nationally 
distributed souvenirs of the Anthem and the 
War of 1812 fail to mention the role of Balti-
more. For example, the Smithsonian’s picture 
postcard of Mary Pickersgill’s banner makes 
no mention of Mary Pickersgill, Francis Scott 
Key, or Baltimore. Instead, it explains how 
the Smithsonian’s conservators managed to 
take their photograph of the flag. The Project 
hopes, in time, to remedy such oversights.  
 Chip Markell is chairman of the Anthem 
Education Project, succeeding John Carroll 
Byrnes, who remains active, and myself as 
history consultant. We welcome suggestions, 
assistance, and financial support.
 

The “Baltimore Sermon” was one of the most 
widely published tracts in the 19th century 
and led to the formation of Unitarianism as a 
denomination. 
 The Church has chosen a project as a trib-
ute to Valeri.  Called Valeri’s Lights, it includes 
six hanging light fixtures for the front of the 
sanctuary and redesign of lighting behind the 
Tiffany window on the chancel so that it can be 
illuminated from the rear. In the major rede-
sign of the interior in the late 19th century, the 
chancel was reconstructed.  A new back wall of 
the chancel was placed in front of the outside 
wall. Onto this new back wall, two major Tif-
fany works were placed--the mosaic of the Last 
Supper made of 64,000 pieces of favrile glass 
and, above it, a Tiffany glass window.  This win-
dow is in front of the original window on the 
outer wall.  Because of this, some light comes 
through it. However, it is also supposed to be 
backlighted electrically.  The symbolism of the 
lights shining upon entering the Church and 
on the chancel will remind the congregation 
of Valeri and her contributions.
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 This September marks the 100th anniver-
sary of an important milestone in the history 
of the water supply in the Baltimore region. 
It was not the beginning of the water system 
or even of Montebello, the 300-acre Depart-
ment of Public Works property in northeast 
Baltimore. It did signify, however, provision 
of clean drinking water in the city. To mark 
that grand occasion, and remember our water 
history, current work and future plans, the city 
and its partners will hold a free celebration 
at Montebello on September 19, 10AM–4PM 
— with displays, art, music, food, period cos-
tumes, animals, boat rides, apt for all ages.
 Baltimoreans mostly identify Montebello 
with the lake, around which bikers, joggers 
and walkers exercise. The lake area is not tech-
nically a park, but was actually incorporated 
into the overall 19th century green-space 
plans. It was originally the home of General 
Samuel Smith, hero of the Revolution and 
the War of 1812, as well as a U.S. senator. He 
was also a founder of the Baltimore Water 
Company in 1804.
 Throughout its history, Baltimore sought 
out sources of clean water. Between the end 
of the Civil War and 1900, the city doubled in 
size to a half million residents. Early sources 
of water had been unreliable, seasonal and 
often contaminated. They included springs, 
wells and streams. Baltimore looked ever 
northward to find a source that would prove 
reliable and ultimately settled on the Gun-
powder Falls at a place known as Raven’s 
Rock, today Loch Raven. A small dam was 
built there in 1881 and connected through 
a tunnel to Montebello in 1881. Water from 
Lake Montebello was then sent to homes and 
businesses with no more treatment than the 
natural settling of silt and debris in the lake. 
 At the start of the 20th century, alum 
was added to coagulate this material, and 
hypochlorite of lime as a disinfectant--
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improvement, but not a solution for disease, 
clarity and quality issues. Thus Baltimore 
undertook building a state-of-the-art facility 
at Montebello using sedimentation, aeration, 
mechanical sand filtration, and disinfection. 
Not only that, but the facility was strikingly 
beautiful, with Italianate-style architecture, 
courtesy of James W. Armstrong and elabo-
rate landscaping.
 Not only were the citizens desirous of 
reliable high-quality water, they also were in 
competition with other cities to boast about 
it. Montebello became an attraction on the 
very northeast corner of the city, where 
people could take a street car up Harford 
Avenue and picnic by the shady lake. Some 
5,000 came out on a stifling hot September 
13, 1915, to dedicate this facility with music, 
speeches, tours and lots of filtered iced water. 
Photos show men dressed in their finest, in-
cluding the stylish boater hats of the period. 
The women wore long dresses, mostly light in 
color. Boys can be seen handing out fliers. 
 Mayor James H. Preston, just reelected, was 
magnanimous in praising the work of others in 
making his campaign pledge a reality. He espe-
cially noted Ezra Whitman, who was the city’s 
water engineer and oversaw the construction of 
not only Montebello but also a large part of the 
sewage treatment facilities installed a few years 
prior. Whitman began his own engineering firm 
that year, now known as Whitman, Requardt & 
Associates in Fell’s Point.

term expires.
 During the meeting, thanks to a donation 
by the family of founding Chairman Emeri-
tus John Carroll Byrnes, this year’s Joseph 
L. Arnold Prize for Outstanding Writing on 
Baltimore’s History will be presented to co-
winners. The prize is administered by emeritus 
law professor Garrett Power and named for 
his late colleague at the University of Mary-
land Law School. Entries were judged by six 
panel members chaired by Dr. Ed Orser of the 
University of Maryland Baltimore County, and 
the winners are: Deborah Weiner, “Insiders 
and Outsiders: Jewish-Gentile Relations in 
Baltimore During the Interwar Era,” and Den-
nis Halpin, “‘For My Race Against All Political 
Parties’: Building a Radical African-American 
Activist Foundation in Baltimore, 1870s-1885.” 
The $500 prize will be shared.
 At The Robert E. Lee Memorial Park, where 
members will gather, north Baltimore reaches 
Baltimore County. It was part of an 18th cen-
tury land grant from Lord Baltimore to several 
Maryland families. A Star-Spangled Banner 
Trail marker notes the presence of Bellona 
Gunpowder Company operations from 1801 
until 1856. Isaac Tyson mined chromite, cop-
per and iron and milled grain on the grounds 
as well.  
 Lake Roland, now the centerpiece of the 
park, was formed in the 1850s as a reservoir 
for the city and was initially called Swann Lake 
after the mayor in office when public water-
works were built. It supplied drinking water 
until 1915, when the Gunpowder became the 
metropolitan area’s main source [See related 
story on page 4.] As early as the 1860s Lake 
Roland was considered insufficient because 
of sedimentation and sewage runoff. Along a 
raised park trail covering a bed of dredge, visi-
tors see the confluence of Jones Falls, Roland 
Run and Towson Run that flow into the lake. 
It once offered boating above the dam, now 
frequented by urban kayakers.    
 Newspaper accounts in the 1890s refer to 
recreational use at “Lakeside Park,” serviced by 
streetcars. A 1915 iron bridge brought access 
over the water to nearby suburban housing 
development. Not until the 1940s was the 
land surrounding the lake consolidated to 
form the park, with 450 acres of woodland, 
wetlands, serpentine barrens, rare plants 
and rocky plateaus. Elizabeth Garrett White’s 
$80,000 donation led to its naming for General 
Lee; who lived in Baltimore when designing 
and supervising construction of Fort Carroll in 
the Patapsco River for the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. In the early 1960s a decision was 
made to move vintage trolleys to the park. 
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Vandals and weather took their toll. The 
trolleys were saved by the selection of the 
current Falls Road museum site below North 
Howard Street.
 In 1992, most of the park was declared 
the Lake Roland National Historic District in 
recognition of its Greek Revival pump house, 
dam, Baltimore & Susquehanna Railroad and 
later Northern Central Railroad structures. 
Scant evidence remains of Relay House or 
Hollins Station at Lake Roland, which closed in 
1926 and burned in 1933. Rail services existed 
between 1831 and 1959 and since 1972 Balti-

more’s Light Rail has followed the old tracks. 
A rail bridge over the water was disputed dur-
ing the Civil War, necessitating Union troops 
protection. President Abraham Lincoln used 
these rails to reach Pennsylvania to deliver his 
Gettysburg Address. His body later passed the 
same way on its return to Illinois for burial. 
 Oversight of the Park passed from Balti-
more City to Baltimore County in 2009. 
 Meeting attendees are asked, if possible, to 
park in the Falls Road light rail parking lot and 
use the boardwalk into the park, 1000 Lakeside 
Drive, Baltimore, MD 21210.   
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inappropriate changes were made.
 The First Unitarian Church was designed 
by engineer and architect Maximilian Gode-
froy, a French émigré who arrived in Baltimore 
in 1805 to be a drawing instructor at St. Mary’s 
College.  The Sulpician order that founded the 
college and seminary had no place of worship, 
so it asked him to design a chapel, which 
was completed in 1808 and is the first Neo-
Gothic building in the United States. It was 
designated a National Historic Landmark in 
1971. This project launched Godefroy’s career 
as an architect. He designed the Commercial 
and Farmers Bank in 1812 (razed in 1955), the 
Masonic Hall (1813; razed for the building of 
the Courthouse), and St. Thomas Church in 
Bardstown, Kentucky (also commissioned by 
the Sulpicians for the new diocese located 
there).   
 Godefroy designed gates and five vaults 
at the Westminster Burying Ground and the 
sally port and two bomb-proof shelters adja-
cent to it at Ft. McHenry. In 1815, he designed 
the Battle Monument to commemorate 
the defense of Baltimore during the War of 
1812--riding with the mayor in the elaborate 
ceremonies attendant to the laying of the 
cornerstone. This monument is depicted on 
the seal of the City of Baltimore. He also col-
laborated for a time with Benjamin Latrobe in 
the design of the Merchants Exchange Build-
ing and, in 1816, contributed to a number of 
building projects in Richmond, notably the 
layout of the Capitol Square. His crowning 
achievement, the First Independent Church 
of Baltimore (renamed First Unitarian in 1935), 
was designed and built in 1817-18. It is the 
oldest French Romantic Classical structure in 
this country and is considered the finest in 
existence. Because of the economic depres-
sion of 1819, Godefroy and his wife left for 
England, finally returning to France in 1827. 
His work here has received scholarly acclaim.  
Indeed, in the iconic 1822 map of Baltimore 
by Thomas Poppleton, a number of the il-
lustrations, which feature its most important 
buildings, are by Godefroy.
 Valeri McNeal’s restoration work at the 
Church was important in maintaining this 
building. With fellow Church member Mark 
West, an antiques restorer, she restored the 
original pulpit, stripping off layers of paint. Un-
derneath they discovered the outline of a ring 
of fleurs-de-lis, which had originally adorned 
the pulpit. These were recreated with gold leaf. 
The pulpit is significant to all Unitarians. From 
it the Rev. William Ellery Channing preached 
“Unitarian Christianity” at the ordination of 
the Church’s first settled minister in 1819. 
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 In January, the mayor and City Council 
approved an ordinance officially adopting a 
motto for the city – “Birthplace of the Star-
Spangled Banner.”  The bill was introduced by 
City Councilman James Kraft, president-elect 
of the Baltimore City Historical Society, and it 
echoed a resolution adopted by the Society 
in 2011, when BCHS launched the Anthem 
Education Project in cooperation with the 
Friends of Fort McHenry and the Baltimore 
National Heritage Area.
 The Project was a response to a demon-
strated shortage of public knowledge about 
the Anthem. Polls show two-thirds of all 
Americans do not know its words, and even 
in Baltimore, where the words were written, 
informal surveys show that many local resi-
dents are uninformed about the momentous 
circumstances surrounding the Anthem’s 
composition. Adoption of the historically 
grounded city slogan is one of several mea-
sures that may raise public awareness of the 
Star-Spangled Banner and its background.
 A Project website focused on the history 
of the Anthem is still evolving (www.ourna-
tionalanthem.com).  It will eventually include 
a link to a more comprehensive account of 
Baltimore’s role in the War of 1812 and the 
part played by such illustrious Baltimoreans 
as Major General Samuel Smith. Visitors to 
the website can purchase educational post-
ers carrying images of Fort McHenry and 

the 15-star flag that flew over it at daylight 
on September 14, 1814, when Francis Scott 
Key caught sight of it. Copies of the posters 
are being distributed to public and private 
schools in Maryland and beyond. 
 Thanks to the Friends of Fort McHenry, a 
poster rode home on each of the 133 school 
buses that carried participants in the “liv-
ing flag” celebration of the bicentennial of 
the Battle of Baltimore last year. Another 50 
posters will go to a regional conference of 
public school social studies supervisors in 
Pennsylvania. The Project’s goal is not just 
to distribute the posters but to have them 
framed and displayed in as many schools as 
possible.  
 To promote appreciation of Baltimore 
history in general, the Anthem Project seeks 
to have August 8 designated “Baltimore Day.” 
It marks the date in 1729 when the colony’s 
proprietary governor signed the legislation 
granting Baltimore a town charter. The pe-
riod between Baltimore Day and Defenders’ 
Day, September 14, can offer Baltimoreans 
opportunities to remember, celebrate, and 
reflect on the places and people that have 
figured in the history of their city. They can 
also provide a Baltimore-themed prelude to 
the opening of the school year.  
 Unfortunately, some of the nationally 
distributed souvenirs of the Anthem and the 
War of 1812 fail to mention the role of Balti-
more. For example, the Smithsonian’s picture 
postcard of Mary Pickersgill’s banner makes 
no mention of Mary Pickersgill, Francis Scott 
Key, or Baltimore. Instead, it explains how 
the Smithsonian’s conservators managed to 
take their photograph of the flag. The Project 
hopes, in time, to remedy such oversights.  
 Chip Markell is chairman of the Anthem 
Education Project, succeeding John Carroll 
Byrnes, who remains active, and myself as 
history consultant. We welcome suggestions, 
assistance, and financial support.
 

The “Baltimore Sermon” was one of the most 
widely published tracts in the 19th century 
and led to the formation of Unitarianism as a 
denomination. 
 The Church has chosen a project as a trib-
ute to Valeri.  Called Valeri’s Lights, it includes 
six hanging light fixtures for the front of the 
sanctuary and redesign of lighting behind the 
Tiffany window on the chancel so that it can be 
illuminated from the rear. In the major rede-
sign of the interior in the late 19th century, the 
chancel was reconstructed.  A new back wall of 
the chancel was placed in front of the outside 
wall. Onto this new back wall, two major Tif-
fany works were placed--the mosaic of the Last 
Supper made of 64,000 pieces of favrile glass 
and, above it, a Tiffany glass window.  This win-
dow is in front of the original window on the 
outer wall.  Because of this, some light comes 
through it. However, it is also supposed to be 
backlighted electrically.  The symbolism of the 
lights shining upon entering the Church and 
on the chancel will remind the congregation 
of Valeri and her contributions.
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Bar Library

both nonprofits, and make the collection 
accessible to the public.
  The idea for the Baltimore City book col-
lection came in 2000 from the founder and 
first president of BCHS, Judge John Carroll 
Byrnes. He donated his collection of books 
to the organization and “required” at least 
one book from each charter member in that 
formative year.  He hoped the Baltimore Book 
Collection would grow to contain every book 
published on the subject of Baltimore City, 
as well as every book written by a Baltimore 
author. He also hoped that the collection 
would one day be housed in the 1814 Peale 
Museum, which has been closed since 1997. 
That closing was a prime motivation for the 
judge’s organization drive. 
 Although the collection is far from 
achieving the sweeping goal, it outgrew the 
temporary space in the BCHS office at the 
Maryland Historical Society. “The least we 
can have is the printed word about our City 
all in one place, not subject to whims … in-
tact forever,” said Byrnes. “I am delighted that 
the Baltimore City Bar Library has agreed to 
care for our collection. Their long and com-
mendable history assures the secure future 
of our books.” Although nominally retired, he 
remains on call for cases at the Courthouse.
  The Bar Library was founded by George 
William Brown in 1840, pre-dating the incor-
poration of the Baltimore City Historical So-
ciety by 160 years.  It is one of the oldest and 
most comprehensive private law libraries in 
the country, containing over 130,000 books. 
Included in its collection is a vast assortment 
of antique law books dating to the 1600s, and 
copies of books from as far back as the 1000s. 
Highlights include all of the original colonies’ 
statutes, the abridgments, or abstracts, of all 
the statutes owned and signed by Charles 
Carroll of Carrollton, a signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence, as well as the earliest 
known abridgment—printed in 1470.  The 
Bar Library’s collected works will now include 
this Society’s Baltimore Book Collection.
  The book collection is housed in the 
“skylight room” just off the Library’s main 
reading room.  The main room includes a 
barreled vault ceiling, punctuated by 40 art 
glass skylights and supported by intricately 
carved English oak walls. These are decorated 
with portraits of famous Maryland judges 
and attorneys. The skylight room is gener-
ously sized, with ample shelves to hold the 
future growth of the collection.  The room 
also includes a large, antiqued walnut confer-
ence table to accommodate researchers and 

private meetings for up to 10 people.
 The Baltimore Book collection will be 
accessible to the public during normal op-
erating hours, which are posted on the Bar 
Library website at http://www.barlib.org. 
{Ed. note: Building entry security is strict.] 
Anyone interested in contributing to the 
expansion of the collection is welcome to 
call Joe Bennett at 410.727.0280. Small group 
tours of the Courthouse and the Bar Library 
can be arranged through this Board member 
at 410.396.3304. Visitors can pick up a self-
guided walking tour brochure throughout 
the Courthouse, including the Jury Assembly 
Room and the Museum of Baltimore Legal 
History.

Society’s Books - Continued from page 1

The Society’s books are open to a vaulted 
reading room at the Courthouse.

ing environment similar to that offered by 
Google. In fact it could be Google, as long 
as it was backed up and stored locally on 
servers linked to the Baltimore City History 
wiki. For example, all of the good research 
and drafting of what is now currently be-
ing presented on any number of excellent 
Baltimore history-related blogs could have 
its origins and its backup in a research, note 
taking, and drafting account on servers 
dedicated to a sustainable virtual archive of 
Baltimore-related history. 
 How much would it cost? I estimate that, 
given a safe and secure space to house the 
virtual environment, an initial investment of 
$20,000 and annual maintenance of $30,000 
a year would be sufficient. Local corporations 
should be willing to underwrite, especially 
if the wiki included brief corporate histories 
and suggestions for further study. To make 
it work would also require a team of editor/
managers, one paid, the rest volunteers. 
With benefits, that might cost about $52,000 
a year, and that too could be funded by 
targeted corporate giving. In all, $102,000 
to launch the first year, assuming space is 
provided, and $85,000 a year thereafter.
 Is this up to BCHS? If not, who pushes 
city history into what Google, etc. mine? Its 
fate is still unlearned. 

President - Continued from page 2


