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 The Baltimore City Historical Society is 
cosponsoring a free conference, Baltimore 
City Archives Alive, on Friday, May 3, from 
8:30AM to 1PM at the Maryland Historical 
Society, 201 W. Monument Street, featur-
ing state and acting city Archivist Edward 
C. Papenfuse plus six other academics and 
professionals discussing revival of the long-
degraded city records.
 Attendees must register with Adrienne 
Williams-Conover at baltimorehistory@law.
umaryland.edu or 410.706.6651, said Gar-
rett Power, BCHS board member, retired 
professor of the law school and organizer of 
the conference. He offered this description 
of the recent state of the Archives: 
 “Baltimore’s City Archives, by the turn 
of the 21st century, had fallen into disuse, 
disorganization, and decay. These vital re-
cords had been placed in a leaking, decrepit 
warehouse that posed a clear and present 
danger to both the papers themselves and 
the intrepid researchers who used them. 
But then in late 2009 things changed. Under 
the good auspices of the Maryland State 
Archives the records have been moved to 
a different, adequate storage facility. Re-
searchers are once again welcomed. With 
grant assistance provided by the National 
Historical Records and Publications Com-
mission, an arm of the National Archives, 
professional staff has since catalogued the 
most important historical documents. Many 
archival record groups, including the War of 
1812 city defense papers, are now digitized 
and accessible online.”
 Members of the Archive staff will de-
scribe the collection and its value. Research-
ers will explain their methods and discover-
ies in search for histories of families and of 
the city. They include Robert W. Schoeber-
lein, acting city deputy archivist; Matthew 
Crenson, professor emeritus, The Johns 
Hopkins University; Edward Orser, professor 
emeritus, University of Maryland Baltimore 
County; Malissa Ruffner, professional ge-
nealogist; Paige Glotzer, Ph.D candidate in 
history at Hopkins, and Brendan Costigan, 
fellow, University of 
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No. 8 car glides along York Road, by what in 
1960 was Towson State Teachers College. 

Baltimore Streetcar Museum

By Andrew Blumberg
 Baltimore, celebrated for its diverse 
enclaves, owes much of this flavor to the 
streetcar lines that helped make more 
neighborhoods possible. Faithful readers will 
remember that last fall’s issue contained my 
article chronicling the development, growth, 
and demise of the city’s extensive streetcar 
system. We now focus on the routes that a 
pair of the notable lines ran.  
 This was one of the nation’s largest street 
rail systems. At its peak, immediately follow-
ing World War I, United Railways & Electric, 
operator at the time, counted 400 miles of 
track representing about 35 car lines--if one 
considered a handful of “jerkwater” offshoots 
as full-fledged routes. By mid-century, less 
than half of those routes remained rail-
oriented, having yielded to the motor bus 
or been abandoned entirely.   
 The lines that most people remember 
best, naturally, were the last two holdouts—
routes 8, Towson-Catonsville, and 15, Belair 
Road-Walbrook Junction. This year marks the 
50th anniversary of termination of traditional 
street rail service here, and it is harder to find 
those who remember the routes in pre-WW 
II days. After the mid-1950s, though, these 
two routes (along with the remnants of the 
26 Sparrows Point line until 1958), soldiered 
on. The 8 and 15 reached their last stop on 
November 3,1963. With the first light on 
that chilly Sunday morning, car #7407--now 
in retirement at the 

By Frances Flanigan
 The restoration of Baltimore Harbor got 
a major boost in 2011 when the Waterfront 
Partnership adopted an ambitious goal: to 
make the harbor “fishable and swimmable” 
by 2020. This after 300 years of degradation. 
Then, last year, city voters approved creation 
of a storm water utility funded by a fee to 
address a major source of harbor pollution. 
With the support of the new watershed 
organization, Blue Water Baltimore, and of 
multiple governmental, scientific and non-
profit organizations, the harbor may now 
have a chance of truly being “cleaned up.”
 Baltimore’s port dates to 1706, and all 
through the 1700s it grew steadily. When the 
city was chartered in 1729, there was report-
edly only one pier, used to export tobacco. 
Fell’s Point, founded in 1730, was annexed 
in 1773, providing a deep-water port for the 
city. The history of shipbuilding in Fell’s Point 
is well known, especially the launching by 
the Continental Navy of its first frigate, the 
Constellation, from Harris Creek in nearby 
Canton.
 In the 1800s Baltimore grew into a finan-
cial and commercial center. Steam power 
was introduced on Chesapeake Bay in 1813 
and soon steamship lines ran regularly from 
Baltimore up and down the Bay. The city led 
the country in flour milling, food processing 
and canning, especially oysters, and became 
a major importer of phosphate for fertilizer. 
In 1872 the first grain elevators were built.
  The B&O Railroad reached Ohio in 1852, 
enabling products such as coal and grain 
from the Midwest to be exported out of 
Baltimore. The railroad also brought heavy 
industry here, including iron works and steel 
mills. The plant at Sparrows Point, begun in 
1887, eventually became the largest tidewa-
ter steel plant in the world. Now closed, it has 
left a legacy of contamination.
 D u r i n g  t h e 

(Continued on Page 6)
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From the President:  
City’s Environmental History

By Joe Stewart
 When Judge John Carroll Byrnes was 
launching our Society, he and I were lap 
swimmers at a pool above Jones Falls. I was 
creating my own project, later christened 
Save the Patapsco, Hon, which began with a 
commitment to swim across Patapsco River. 
While searching for a spot to start and finish 
the swim and exploring its banks -- camera 
in tow -- I expanded the project to include a 
traveling photo exhibit. To raise pledges for 
my crossing, I met with local watershed orga-
nizations and was appointed to the Patapsco/
Back River Tributary Team, where I learned a 
great deal about the historic sources of our 
waterway’s pollution.
 Reading “The Patapsco: Baltimore’s River 
of History” by Paul J. Travers caused me to 
place historical text next to my photos in 
the exhibit that opened at the now mostly 
closed Baltimore City Public Works Museum. 
Billed as a chance to explore the natural 
beauty, history and diversity of the Patapsco 
River and follow the waterway’s course from 
a spring outside of Mt. Airy all the way to 
the Chesapeake Bay, the show traveled to a 
dozen venues, including public libraries in 
Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll and Howard 
Counties, which share the river’s watershed 
with the city. Over five consecutive Preak-
ness weekends, I swam across the mouth 
of the Patapsco and raised $20,000 for its 
stewards. At the finish of my first crossing, 
Travers introduced himself to me on shore 
and we presented signed copies of his book 
to the boat and kayak crew making my swim 
possible. Now Paul and I are fellow BCHS 
board members. His wonderful book gives 
the river a voice -- if not a vote -- and makes 
a convincing case for its cultural heritage to 
the city, region and nation.
 When I joined this Society it was Paul’s 
book that served as my membership dues. A 
decade later I find myself on another quest: 
to learn about and see BCHS promote local 
environmental history. The American Society 

Ducks along Patapsco River outlast Spar-
row’s Point steel mill across it.

Photo by Joe Stewart

for Environmental History website, aseh.net, 
was an excellent place to begin my search 
and it was in “Environmental History” that I 
found this by William H. McNeill:
 “The elementary fact that human be-
ings share the earth with other forms of life, 
and have from ancient times been capable 
of altering natural balances more drastically 
than any other species has ever done, surely 
ought to become part of all historians’ con-
sciousness.”
 From there I broadened my search, 
reading “An Environmental History of the 
Twentieth Century World: Something New 
Under the Sun” by J.R. Mc Neill, which covers 
the globe and 100 years succinctly with an 
introduction on significant factors affect-
ing the environment over the last century 
-- especially economic growth and surges 
in population, productivity and energy use. 
Chapters follow on air, land and water, con-
cluding with one on ideas that dominated 
that time--growth imperative and security 
anxiety. He summed:
 “The enormity of ecological change in 
the twentieth century suggests that history 
and ecology, at least in modern times, must 
take one another properly into account. 
Modern history written as if the life-support 
systems of the planet were stable, present 
only in the background of human affairs, is 
not only incomplete but is misleading. Ecol-
ogy that neglects the complexity of social 
forces and dynamics of historical change is 
. . . equally limited . . . . They merely need to 
integrate.”
 Moving closer to home I went on to “The 
Republic of Nature: An Environmental History 
of the United States” by Mark Flege, who 
revisits significant well-known events while 
accounting for the role of nature in each one. 
He tells engaging lyrical stories about the 
New England Witch Trials, the Declaration of 
Independence, The Cotton Plant and South-
ern Slavery, Gettysburg and the Civic War, 
Building the Trans-continental Railroad, the 

Manhattan Project at Los Alamos, The Color 
Line in Topeka, Kansas, and Brown v. Board 
of Education, and the Oil Embargo in 1973, 
weaving in the critical role played by nature 
in each chapter of American history. He 
provokes questions about the role of nature 
throughout our history and demonstrates 
that this role can be found where we might 
not otherwise think to look for it.
  For future exploration, The University 
of Pittsburgh Press has published a series of 
local environmental history volumes, “History 
of the Urban Environment,” including ones 
on Boston, Los Angeles, New York City and 
Philadelphia, but not on Baltimore. Aren’t we 
overdue in Baltimore for an in-depth, over 
time, fresh look at the ways we have affected 
nature and how nature has affected us? Isn’t 
it time we revisit the past to produce new 
stories addressing how prior belief systems, 
cultural influences, driving forces and chang-
ing and conflicting values led those that 
came before us to relate to and use nature in 
the ways they did, often resulting in legacies 
we are left to grapple with today?
 Revisiting Rachel Carson gave me goose 
bumps as she describes our first coming 
ashore in “The Sea Around Us”:
 “As the lands rose and the seas receded, 
a strange fishlike creature emerged on the 
land, and over the thousands of years its fins 
became legs, and instead of gills it developed 
lungs. In the Devonian sandstone this first 
amphibian left its footprint.”
 I hope BCHS will encourage and facilitate 
articles, lectures and seminars that travel 
back through time to historically account for 
our collective footprint since Captain John 
Smith came up the river.

Environment Lecture Aug. 10
 Three free Saturday lectures explor-
ing area environmental history are being 
cosponsored by BCHS, with the first by 
ecological author/researcher and Ohio Uni-
versity Prof. Geoffrey Buckley on August 10 
at 1PM in the Cathedral of the Incarnation, 4 
E. University Boulevard. The other sponsors 
are the cathedral’s Creation Care and Friends 
of Maryland’s Olmstead Parks & Landscapes. 
Buckley has a Ph.D. in Geography from Uni-
versity of Maryland.
 The other speakers are nature writer Mc-
Kay Jenkins on November 2 and Adam Rome, 
who teaches history and environmental non-
fiction at the University of Delaware, on De-
cember 10. Refreshments and free parking. 
For more information, Society President Joe 
Stewart, 410.243.4418 or joestewart31947@
comcast.net.



next steps for com-
munity involve-
ment and vested 
groups to move 
forward through 
a  ro a d m a p  fo r 
improved water-
shed management 
using the Harris 
Creek Small Water-
shed Action Plan.” 
     Recommenda-
tions for volun-
teers,  residents 
and the city gov-
ernment included 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 
greening projects, 
continued trash 
clean-up efforts, 
outreach and edu-
cation, better en-

forcement against illegal trash dumping, 
use of storm drain screens, exploration of 
links between toxicity and contamination 
within the watershed and addition of park 
and green spaces in needy areas.
 The project also promoted urban farm-
ing and making its produce available to the 
communities; water conservation, and link-
ing the watershed efforts to the city’s own 
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Harris Creek: City Passed Up
Chance to Treat a Watershed

By Ben Peterson -- 
Harris Creek Connected

Harbor Cleanup - Continued from page 1

1900s, shipbuilding increased in the harbor, 
chemical plants were built on Curtis Bay, 
and copper smelting facilities appeared, as 
did oil and a sugar refinery. The Maryland 
Port Authority (now the Port Administration) 
was created in 1956 to coordinate the grow-
ing maritime interests of the city, state and 
private companies. Dredging, begun in the 
1700s, became a necessity in the 1850s when 
the Corps of Engineers began deepening and 
widening ship channels. The original 17-foot 
depth gradually increased, until it reached its 
present 50 feet in 1990. The harbor now is 
poised to accommodate large ships that will 
call on the East Coast when the expansion of 
the Panama Canal is completed in 2015. 
 The story of the degradation of the har-
bor parallels that of population and industrial 
growth. The harbor and its tributaries, primar-
ily the Patapsco River that forms it and Jones 
Falls, were used as sewers. Storm water, toxic 
industrial pollutants, and untreated sewage 
were discharged directly. Indoor plumbing 
appeared in the 1880s but as of 1893, Balti-
more was reported to be the largest city in 
the nation without a comprehensive sewer-

By Lewis H. Diuguid 
 A pair of organizations dedicated to 
restoring the waters befouled by man came 
together in 2008 to attempt cleanup of a 
historic stream in East Baltimore that the City 
had virtually flushed into the harbor--Harris 
Creek, where the Constellation was built in 
1779, hard by what is now Patterson Park. 
But in recent times the creek, fed mostly by 
storm sewers, was itself piped underground 
to allow for road construction along its route 
to the Patapsco River at Boston Street.
 Residents of a high-rise built beside 
the mouth of the creek/storm sewer were 
abashed by the floating street trash that 
glutted it after  heavy rains. This inspired a 
study by the Center for Watershed Protection 
and the Baltimore Harbor Watershed Asso-
ciation--which was created on the strength 
of resentment over the trash. It found that 
“the Harris Creek Watershed . . . is a dynamic, 
urban landscape that encompasses 17 neigh-
borhoods and two parks (Clifton Park and 
Patterson Park) . . . that drains approximately 
two square miles of land” and houses about 
44,000 people.
 Dr. Raymond Bahr, a retired East Balti-
more physician devoted to public health, 
aided by engineer Phillip Lee of Moffatt and 
Nichols in Canton, led the effort that pro-
duced the report. They learned that many 
of the watershed’s problems were social: 
Inland from Canton’s pricy waterfront were 
trash-ridden, downtrodden neighborhoods 
that expected little from the city and often 
received less. The two leaders and numer-
ous volunteers started talking to residents, 
pulling them into meetings and eventually 
achieving their cooperation to clean up the 
detritus of alleys and vacant lots. 
 Bahr’s team gathered data on sources of 
pollution, pursued the hard lessons of how 
to change residents’ entrenched attitudes 
and fleshed out their plan for recovery. All 
the while, participants bagged trash that the 
city had allowed to accumulate--hoping its 
trucks would now carry the stacks away. The 
months became years and the fervor of the 
volunteers waxed and waned, but the bags 
lingered in the neighborhoods.
 The eventually completed report de-
clares, “This project identifies existing green-
ing efforts that build on current studies, infor-
mation and recommendations, summarizes 
work that has been done in the watershed, 
compiles ongoing efforts, builds stakeholder 
and citizen involvement, incorporates the 

broad Sustainability Plan. A major focus of 
the grass-roots plan was “to improve the 
internal capacity of the Harris Creek stake-
holders and community members to enact 
the watershed recommendations,” it said. 
Cost was estimated at above $2.4 million over 
a 5-to-10-year span.
 The volunteers had put in 2 1/2 years 
in the field and on the plan whose hope of 
implementation ultimately lay with city gov-
ernment--which is a main contributor to the 
watershed’s problems. During those years, the 
Sanitation Department had largely failed even 
to remove the bags of trash collected. State 
Delegate Pete Hammen lent support to the 
project. Lee described the meeting at last with 
an official designated by the mayor to respond 
to the conservationists’ appeal for the city to 
join in the cause. No, he said, City Hall would 
have its own answer to harbor pollution.
 Undercut, Dr. Bahr went on to other 
volunteering. In one of his many letters to 
The Sun, responding to an article on street 
crime, he recalled his efforts to help clean up 
Harris Creek: “It was obvious that city services 
were being provided differently depending 
on where you lived,” adding: “It’s about time 
. . . citizens get more involved and more de-
manding of our public officials. . . . The place 
to start is with ourselves and making sure 
that all neighborhoods are treated fairly.” 

age system. The first treatment plant was 
constructed on Back River in 1913, and by 
1950 most residential areas were sewered.   
The Waterfront Partnership and Blue Water 
Baltimore seek to educate neighborhoods 
about their role in cleaning up the harbor, 
and pushing officials for action. The capacity 
of the city to address storm water increased 
last year when voters supported the ballot 
initiative to create a utility ensuring that dol-
lars raised will go into upgrading the system. 
Individuals can reduce trash, pet waste and 
lawn, fertilizers, offering hope at last for a 
clean harbor.
  Much of this material is drawn from Paul 
J. Travers’ “The Patapsco: Baltimore’s River of 
History,” Tidewater Publishers (1990).

Correction: Review of Barney
 In last fall’s Gaslight, an engaging 
review of Hulbert Footner’s 1940 biog-
raphy of Revolutionary and War of 1812 
hero Joshua Barney, “Sailor of Fortune,” 
appeared without credit to the reviewer, 
staff writer Jay Merwin.

Clifton Park

Patterson 
Park

Harris Creek
Watershed
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Baltimore Streetcar Museum--pulled into the 8 
line’s Irvington car house at 6:34 with a hearty 
group of rail fans, whose all-night ride was un-
ceremoniously ended by the powers that were. 
The Baltimore Transit Company had threatened 
to shut off electricity.
 For decades, No. 8 was the busiest street-
car route and, plied by buses since 1963, it 
remains so. Towsontowne saw horsecar service 
as early as 1863. Until 1931, the line carried 
the 7 numerical moniker, then running only 
between Irvington and Govanstown. 
 The streetcar route is still probably well 
recalled by Baltimoreans of a certain vintage: 
inbound from Towson, Washington Street, in 
front of the old courthouse; to Pennsylvania 
Avenue to York Road, past Rodgers Forge and 
Stoneleigh; entering city limits and passing 
through Govans, past the mammoth car house 
just above 40th Street, completed in 1908, one 
of the most modern on the system, heralded 
to be fireproof but blessedly not tested; down 
York as it turns into Greenmount Avenue; to 
Forrest, then Hillen, under the still-standing 
Orleans Street viaduct; to Pleasant, Holliday, 
then right onto Fayette Streets in front of City 
Hall. Now in the thick of downtown, the cars 
would, as the rail bible Headway Recorder put 
it, “fight some of the worst traffic jams this side 
of New York.”    
 Trundling along, the cars would eventu-
ally arrive at Fayette and Howard Streets in the 
heart of the retail shopping district, the most 
active stop on the line; then westward cross-
ing Eutaw Street, eventually arriving at Gilmor 
Street, then Lombard, Smallwood, and eventu-
ally Frederick Road. Before long, the cars would 
pass the ancient Irvington car house, built in 
1899 and in use through the last day of service. 
This long stretch contained an incongruous 
site, toward the end of service, with street-
cars crossing, by overpass, the new four-lane 
Baltimore Beltway. After Irvington, the route 
took riders past, or into, the idyllic-sounding 
Paradise Avenue loop; those cars continuing on 
soon arrived in sleepy Catonsville. A wooded 
private right-of-way captivated rail fans with 
cameras, especially in the later years. 
 Elapsed time? From one to nearly two 
hours, depending on the day and time, and 
traffic volume, most notably downtown. For 
the joy rider, however, the trip was full of 
treasures and trivia. Notes the 1963 Headway 
Recorder, “You have paid 45 cents, passed more 
cemeteries, crossed more railroads, encoun-
tered more traffic lights and picked up more 
passengers-per-mile (except El Paso) than any 
other streetcar line in the U.S.” At that time, 
the 8 line, with termini in both western and 

Streetcars - Continued from page 1

northern Baltimore County via Baltimore City, 
was the longest traditional streetcar route in 
the country, spanning nearly 16 ½ miles.
 Less chronicled than the 8 was the 15, ac-
tually a combination of several truncated lines 
in its final years. The 15, for riders on the east 
side of town, started at Overlea loop, just over 
the city line in Baltimore County. It proceeded 
south for a long stretch down Belair Road, pass-
ing Gardenville car yard--an open-air repository 
for streetcars that was constructed in 1917 as 
a “temporary” facility.
 Belair Road turned into narrow old Gay 

Street to downtown. West to Edmondson Ave-
nue, it ended at Walbrook Junction. For a quarter, 
you traversed 14 miles in an hour or so.
 These two lines, remarkably long for urban 
runs, still carried in excess of 17 percent of Bal-
timore’s public transit ridership at the time of 
conversion to the bus. Still, at the end they were 
just a remnant of a once-great system. Less 
than 20 years earlier, at the end of World War 
II, the system was still extensive and vibrant, 
although showing its age--accelerated by the 
wear and tear of peak ridership and deferred 
maintenance during the war. Baltimore still 
sported 30 car lines and more than 300 miles 
of track in 1945. By 1958, only three lines and 
less than 40 miles remained.
 What caused such a rapid transformation?  
Certainly the mass production of autos, real-
ized earlier in the century, and their increasing 
popularity after wartime restrictions were re-
scinded, was major. But another, more sinister 
factor played a critical part—the emergence 
of National City Lines.
 NCL was a holding company comprised 
of, among others, General Motors, Firestone 
Tire, and Standard Oil of California. It bought 
into street railway companies across the coun-
try in the 1930-40s, with the ultimate goal of 
displacing streetcars with buses—buses built 
by GM, running on Firestone tires, and burning 
Standard Oil fuel. By 1945, NCL had bought a 
controlling bloc of stock in Baltimore Transit 
Company. Management changes began even 
before the war’s end. A large order for new 
post-war streetcars was canceled, report-
edly with the some of the cars already under 
assembly. Then, on June 22, 1947, dubbed 
“Modernization Day” by transit officials, came 
the first of the line conversions. 
 Most routes were converted to bus, a few 
to trackless trolley. The main collaborators 
of NCL were found guilty of attempting to 
monopolize the sale of buses, tires, tubes, and 
related products to NCL-controlled properties. 
However, they were acquitted of the more 
serious charge of conspiring to monopolize 
the ownership of those same companies. The 
ultimate price for participation in effectively 
wrecking dozens of street railway operations 
was a $5,000 fine.
 NCL, however, was practical in the sense 
that if streetcars were still profitable, providing 
the least amount of money was spent to main-
tain the cars and plant, they would continue to 
run. This helps explain the longevity of the 8 and 
15 lines, with their heavy passenger loads and 
long routes. In 1963, thanks in large measure 
to city-engineered tax breaks, Baltimore Transit 
purchased 100 new GM coaches to replace the 
last of the battered, intrepid streetcars.          

The Baltimore Streetcar Museum, 1901 Falls Road, 
is open on Sundays, 12-5PM all year and Satur-
days June-October. 410.547.0264. The museum’s 
list of the lines, and their closings, includes:
1-11  Gilmor St. & Bedford Square 1948 
2   Carey St. and Ft. McHenry 1940
3    Linden Avenue                           1936
4    Edmonson Avenue                   1954
5     Pimlico                                     1948
6       Curtis Bay                                 1948
7            Towson-Catonsville (until 1931)
8              Towson-Catonsville (from 1931) 1963
9          Wilkens Avenue-Halethorpe        1926   
10         Roland Park-Highlandtown     1940
12        John Street-Westport     1938
13        North Avenue                           1954
14, later 9 Ellicott City                           1955
15           Belair Road-Overlea                      1963
16       Madison Avenue-Broadway       1948
17          St. Paul St (Gorsuch Ave.-Westport)    1947
18          Pennsylvania Avenue-Canton 1952 
19         Harford Road                                    1956
19A      Carey Jerkwater                            1936
20         Orleans Street                               1929
20           Dundalk Jerkwater     1936 
20          Point Breeze                                  1948                                            
22        Washington Street-Canton      1938
23          Back and Middle Rivers                1942
24         Lakeside (Lake Roland)     1950
25       Mt. Washington                      1950
26         Sparrows Point                              1958                         
27       Federal St-Washington Blvd.   1938
29           Roland Park-Boulevard              1947 
30         Fremont Avenue                       1950
31            Garrison Blvd.                         1952
32         Woodlawn                                 1955
33         Hudson Street                              1924
33        West Arlington                               1948
34        Highlandtown-Canton Short Line   1950
35          Lorraine                                         1954
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Call to Muster – Annual Meeting Is June 22 at The 5th

Maryland Jeep drove ashore in ‘44.
Photo by Paul Travers

By Paul J. Travers
 Calling all BCHS members! You are hereby 
invited to report on June 22 at the Maryland’s 
Fifth Regiment Armory for our annual meet-
ing, which will be held in the Veteran Corps 
Quarters from 9 to 11:30AM. Your tour of 
duty will witness two memorable events, the 
election of officers and board members for 
2013-14 and a march, actually a leisurely tour, 
through the Maryland Museum of Military 
History. The armory is at 219 29th Division 
Street in mid-town, just west of the Meyer-
hoff, close by Light Rail and parking in front.  
 As you enter the medieval fortress, com-
monly referred to as The Fifth (HQ for the 
Maryland National Guard), don’t forget to 
look up. On the crown of the massive doors, 
you’ll see a bronze sculpture by Hans Schuler, 
renowned Baltimore sculptor. Titled “To the 
Glory of Maryland,” it features relief portraits 
of the heroic men who served with the 29th 
Division in World War I.        
 Inside you’ll find the 200-by-300-foot 
drill hall that has hosted circuses, boxing/
wrestling matches, ice shows, concerts, and 
track meets. In 1912, the armory was the 
site of the hotly contested Democratic Na-
tional Convention that nominated Woodrow 
Wilson after 46 ballots.  Presidents Franklin 
Roosevelt, Dwight Eisenhower and John Ken-
nedy were other notables who once walked 
across the armory floor to the podium.            

 While The Fifth is on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places and has its own history, 
the museum, just inside the entrance on the 
left, is the main attraction. You may have 
stared at museum exhibits and thought, 
“If only the artifacts could speak.” At the 
MMMS, they speak loud and clear, in a voice 
that echoes down the centuries. It belongs 
to Ivan Dooley, retired chief warrant officer 
and current vice-president of the museum.
 In January I had the pleasure of a guided 
tour by Mr. Dooley, who also is curator, archi-
vist, and docent. What I thought would be a 
30- minute walk-through turned into a 2 1/2-
hour history lesson that had me captivated. 
Dooley alone was worth the visit. The affable 
walking encyclopedia of Maryland military 
history eagerly shared trivia and personal 
stories about the exhibits, breathing life into 
the collection of inanimate objects. 
 Dedicated in 1982 as the Maryland 
National Guard Museum, it features eight 
rooms of artifacts, exhibits, paintings, por-
traits, prints, uniforms and weapons, tracing 
the history of the Maryland Guard from 
the St. Mary’s Militia in 1634 to the current 
conflict in Afghanistan.  Two of my favorite 
artifacts were a letter, dated October 1814, 
from Gen. John Stricker to the mayor of Bal-
timore authorizing portraits for the heroes 
of the Battle of Baltimore; and the Vixen Tor, 
the legendary jeep of Gen. Charles Gerhardt 

that drove ashore at D-Day in 1944. In addi-
tion to the many one-of-a-kind pieces, the 
museum pays tribute to the unsung heroes 
from the Maryland Guard who distinguished 
themselves in battle.  
 The list includes T/Sgt. Frank Peregory, 
Medal of Honor; T/Sgt. Joe Farinholt, four 
Silver Stars; and Baltimore’s iconic newsstand 
operator Abe Sherman, Silver and Bronze 
Stars. For writers and historians, the museum 
the Research Center, a repository and library 
containing the largest collection of original 
documents relating to the 29th Division and 
the Maryland National Guard. 
 For the rest of the story, you’ll simply 
have to attend the June 22 meeting. Mr. 
Dooley and his staff will be offering guided 
tours. President Joe Stewart has promised to 
keep the business meeting short.

Letter to BCHS:  Jim Bready, Arriving Late, Contributed Much
Chris Bready, recently retired proprietor of The 
Baltimore Book Store in Towson and son of ac-
claimed Baltimore Sun writer James H. Bready, 
wrote  (before the Super Bowl) in response 
to the Society having recognized his father’s 
contributions as a Baltimore Historian: 
 I wish to express gratitude not only by 
myself but for the other members of my 
family in the tribute which the Baltimore 
City Historical Society paid to my father, 
Jim Bready, at the Mayor’s Reception and 
History Honors program on October 20. 
My father would have been initially uncom-
fortable and then smugly pleased at being 
termed a “distinguished” historian and 
scholar, and I regret that he was unable to 
be there in person (because his little speech 
would have been even longer than the one 
I produced). 
 He was one of those interesting folks 
who chose Baltimore after growing up 
elsewhere. There have been a number . . 
. who have significantly affected the civic 
and political and social life in this town, and 

they seem to be able to see this burg in a 
way that so many natives do not. And this, 
I argue, is one of the strengths of this place 
which doesn’t get quite enough attention. 
The list of folks from Baltimore who have 
gone on to material and/or popular suc-
cess in other places continues to grow, but 
perhaps that is good, for Baltimore is a place 
better for the resident rather than the ce-
lebrity. Many have written about Baltimore 
being a really big small town, to which it is 
easy to agree (and to disagree with). 
 This is a large collection of small towns 
with connected, borders and common in-
terests, as is the case with most successful 
cities. But it also . . . likes to welcome the 
foreigner and show off its fondness for com-
fort, sometimes at the expense of glamour. 
As a local who has lived elsewhere . . . yet 
kept returning, it is that element of civility 
before self-importance which is perhaps 
this town’s greatest attribute. And the honor 
you folks bestowed on my father’s career 
(and way of life) is a perfect example of why 

this locale retains so many adherents who 
eschew arrogance of place because it simply 
is not necessary. 
 Such an approach can sometimes result 
in a lesser sense of self, when confronted by 
the blowhards, but this town knows all too 
well that all of us, no matter our location, 
put our pants on one leg at a time, that box 
scores reveal only one winner but playing 
the game is far more enobling than judg-
ing solely upon who wins. Triumph is fun 
and fleeting (as a guy from England once 
remarked to me, if the Super Bowl is so im-
portant, why do they play it every year?). But 
it is in the participation where the greatest 
rewards reside. And that is what living in 
Baltimore seems to be about, being a part of 
a messy and awkward and unfinished whole 
rather than a show of fireworks which light 
up the sky and then simply vanish. 
 My father did not disappear, he just 
kept on going, doing what he loved to do, 
and apparently adding to the city where he 
came to visit (on military assignment) and 
just could not leave. 
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Enlightenment Takes Hold At 
Learning Center Lectures

City’s Archives - Continued from page 1

Maryland Carey School of Law.
 Society board member Crenson describes 
his own experience:           
 About four years ago, Papenfuse and his 
staff rescued the Archives from a dank, leaky, 
vermin-infested warehouse near Druid Hill 
Park, and moved the collection to cleaner, 
less humid, and more accessible quarters 
on Mathews Street. The City pays for space 
in the Waverly warehouse; the staff of the 
State Archives oversees the management 
and organization of the records. Occasion-
ally they add fugitive public documents in 
private hands, or those that take up space in 
offices of city agencies, where they stand on 
the brink of the trash bin or shredder. 
 I have been one of the beneficiaries of 
this joint effort to preserve essential evidence 
about Baltimore’s past. Not long after the 
Archives moved, I started work a political his-
tory of Baltimore. Its provisional title is “Home 
of the Brave.”  Thanks to the New Deal’s Works 
Progress Administration, we have a detailed 
catalog for the City Archives – at least up 
through 1938. The agency’s Historical Re-
cords Survey hired half a dozen archivists in 
the late 1930s to impose order on the city’s 
records. Thanks to the State Archives and its 
helpful staff, the catalog is now on-line, and 
the documents to which the catalog refers 
are arranged so that they can actually be 
found and promptly retrieved.  Had the city’s 
records not been so readily available, I am not 
sure that I would have been able to begin the 
project.  Now that I am plowing through the 
documents, I worry that I will never finish. I 
have written almost 450 typescript pages, 
with more than a thousand footnotes, but 

 Board member Nicholas Fessenden 
delivered the third lecture in this season’s 
Baltimore History Evenings series on March 
21, describing “The Great Wave” of Euro-
pean immigration to the city from 1830 to 
1914. The retired Friends School teacher 
recounted the influx, initially through Fell’s 
Point and mostly German, which took a 
major turn in 1867 with a pact between 
the North German Lloyd shipping line and 
the B&O Railroad bent on booking land 
seekers to the west. Its immigration pier 
soon opened in Locust Point, facilitating 
the entry of 1.2 million newcomers in 1868. 
WWI choked the flow, and Immigration Pier 
burned in 1917. By then, the city had 32 
beer gardens.
 The lectures are sponsored by BCHS 
and the Village Learning Place at 2521 St. 
Paul Street on third Thursdays at 7PM from 
January through June. Scheduled on April 
18, too late for this issue, was Larry Gibson 
of the University Law School, on “Young 
Thurgood: A Future Supreme Court Justice’s 
Baltimore Roots.” 
 On June 21, Johns Hopkins Emeritus 
Professor and Society Board member Mat-
thew Crenson will speak on “Swine and 
Steam Engines: The Antebellum Struggle 
to Control Baltimore’s Streets.” The series 
concludes June 20 with John Wood of 
McDonogh School on “The Baltimore Gay 
Community: The Early Years.”

I’ve carried the city’s story only as far as the 
end of 1862.
 It’s not difficult to see the difference that 
the Archives have made for the kind of his-
tory that I’m writing. Verbosity is an obvious 
but minor difference. Before I started “Home 
of the Brave,” a friend and former graduate 
student asked me to write the Baltimore en-
tries for an encyclopedia of “Cities in Ameri-
can Political History.” These articles, written 
without the benefit of the Archives, tend 
to focus on the turning points in the city’s 
history, and the political leaders and parties 
that made them turn. Those are the people 
and events covered in the contemporary 
newspapers and the more recent second-
ary sources. The Archives have given me 
access to the mundane but vitally important 
substructure of government from which the 
turning points emerged. 
 For example, the archives show how 
Baltimore impoverished itself by investing 
heavily in railways and canals on borrowed 
money in an effort to stay competitive. It 
starved essential services such as police and 
water supply. By the 1840s, interest on city 
debt was the biggest budget item. As the 
B&O approached the Ohio River, Baltimore 
foresaw a golden day when the investments 
would pay off. It began to spend this antici-
pated wealth on public services – a paid fire 
department, larger police force, horse-drawn 
trolleys. The payoff never came, but the Civil 
War did, and the city was subjected to stifling 
military rule. Once the country’s third largest 
city, Baltimore has never fully recovered.

City, County Waters--Nov. 16
 The Baltimore City Historical Society will 
host the second joint program with the His-
torical Society of Baltimore County on Saturday, 
November 16, from 2 to 4PM at the Maryland 
Historical Society. 201 W. Monument Street. The 
topic is Baltimore Waterworks History, featuring 
state Archivist Edward C. Papenfuse and long-
time city Public Works officials William P. Stack 
and Kurt Kocher. Free, light refreshments.
 Last year’s joint meeting was at the County 
Society’s meeting house in Cockeysville, focused 
on the two jurisdictions’ common origins.

GREEN MOUNT TOURS - -City historian Wayne 
Schaumburg will guide tours of Green Mount 
Cemetery on Saturdays May 4, 11, 18 and 25. 
The two-hour walks begin at 9:30AM from the 
main gate at Greenmount Avenue and E. Oliver 
Street and cost $15. Reservations required, at 
410.256.2180 or wayne.schaumburg@gmail.


