
By Jean Baker
 In 1797, America’s first professional 
architect and engineer Benjamin Henry 
Latrobe travelled through Baltimore, a city 
that would play an important role in his life. 
Newly arrived in the United States, he was 
on his way from Virginia to Philadelphia, 
the national capital. He was not impressed, 
though it was difficult to please this brilliant 
young man who held the sophisticated cities 
of Europe as his standard. Baltimore, Latrobe 
wrote in his journal, was too spread out. It was 
no more than a few wooden houses clustered 
around a harbor. Its churches were the work 
of untrained artisans and carpenters. Even its 
few brick houses added to the “flat dull char-
acter” of its physical appearance. A few years 
later he evaluated the city as a competitor 
when he was hired by the Chesapeake and 
Delaware Canal Company to create a canal 
intended to stifle Baltimore’s trade.  
 Ten years later Latrobe changed his 
mind about Baltimore. The city was “flour-
ishing. It has risen from nothing to the 
third city in the nation.” By this time, he 
was contributing to the city’s development. 
In a project that took seventeen years to 
complete, he was hired in 1803 by Arch-
bishop John Carroll to design a cathedral 
on a hill in what soon became the center 
of Baltimore. Carroll intended a physical 
statement of his church’s presence in a city 
that was the center of Roman Catholicism 

By Brad Alston
 The History Book Group will celebrate 
its tenth anniversary in June 2018. The 
group’s goal is to provide a safe, comfort-
able, respectful, and intellectually stimu-
lating environment for readers who love 
history. The club also strives to support 
and provide a forum for local authors to 
discuss their new works with an audience 
that has read the book and is familiar with 
the subject. The group does not discuss 
works addressing current events because 
current events aren’t history yet. The 
book club is the only one in the region 
that reads exclusively history titles, and 
it has included works from antiquity to 
the 1960s.  Originally named the Borders 
History Book Club, the group was founded 
by the store’s general manager and avid 
history reader Mark Diller. Mark always 
wanted a club that would be a part of 
the bookstore and explore the exten-
sive history section as well as enjoy the 
splendid atmosphere of the bookstore’s 
café and overstuffed chairs. The store 
was in the Yorkridge Shopping Center 
and was one of the larger stores in the 
nationwide chain. The Borders Group, Inc. 
was a publicly held bookstore chain that 
closed its doors in September 2011. After 
Barnes & Noble, it was the second largest 
bricks-and-mortar US bookstore chain, 
known for creating the first superstore. 
The History Book Group met monthly at 
the Borders Bookstore from June 2008 
until the store’s closing in 2011. 
 The group was fortunate to find a 
new home at the Towson Library, where 
the staff was welcoming and offered the 
club the use of its splendid boardroom 
with its ornate historic maps of Baltimore 
City and County displayed on the wall. The 
attendance usually hovers around 19-21 
members and has a membership roster 
twice that number. Books are suggested 
by members and democratically selected 
quarterly by secret ballot. Discussions are 
robust, fast-paced, 
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By Ida Jones
 This snippet is from a larger examination 
of the life and career of Victorine Quille Ad-
ams 1912-2006. Mrs. Adams understood her 
historical importance through maintaining 
and depositing her collection of personal pa-
pers to the Beulah M. Davis Research Room 
at Morgan State University. The collection is 
15 linear feet of papers, photographs, and ar-
tifacts that chronicle her life from childhood 
to marriage to the Baltimore City Council. 
It is my belief in processing this collection 
that Adams worked in the tradition of Afri-
can American women born during the first 
quarter of the twentieth century where fam-
ily and community expectations and rising 
opportunities impelled them to demonstrate 
purposeful leadership and organizational 
skills to improve con- (Continued on Page 3)

A barn Latrobe built, now stands on the 
Baltimore Art Museum’s grounds.

The Merchant Exchange Building prior to its 
demolition in 1901.

in the United States.  
 On his part Latrobe intended a build-
ing that would enhance his reputation and 
become a notable feature of Baltimore’s 
cityscape. The result, as Baltimoreans through 
the centuries have appreciated, was an 
enduring masterpiece. Latrobe‘s cathedral 
(only later called a basilica) is graced by a 
double shell with an upper dome of sky lights, 
pierced by an oculus. The result is an  ever 
changing system of interior natural lighting, 
the kind of mysterious illumination that is one 
of the Latrobe’s hallmarks. The cathedral was 
also enhanced by his masonry vaulting. On 
the exterior, Latrobe used the mottled gray 
stone brought into the 
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Social Studies Lacking in 
Baltimore City Public Schools
By  Raelynne Snyder
 The question is not whether we can 
afford civic education – it’s whether we can 
afford NOT to have civic education – and I 
believe we already may have our answer. 
For fifteen years now we have students with 
painfully little Social Studies education.
 We have been hearing a lot in the news 
lately about “open secrets”. The open secret in 
the Social Studies world is that it isn’t being 
taught at the elementary level and barely in 
middle school. The three mandated credits 
for graduation from high school are the 
only years that our students are guaranteed 
Social Studies. Please don’t believe that just 
because it appears on a school schedule or 
on a report card means that it is being taught 
or being taught in a meaningful way. I had 
a school once that boasted having Social 
Studies every day. When I visited the school 
I found that the instructional time devoted 
daily to Social Studies was the last 15 minutes 
of the school day, which is when kids are 
packing up. It’s not because the curriculum 
isn’t available. It’s not because the teacher 
doesn’t want to teach the subject. It is just 
not a priority in the schools and unless the 
community starts asking for it, I don’t think 
it ever will be a priority.
 In 2002, the No Child Left Behind Act 
swept through many struggling districts 
killing off all instruction other than English 
Language Arts (ELA) and Math. The context 
to reading that was brought by subjects like 
Social Studies and Science was no longer 
deemed necessary for comprehension. But 
how can you read a book about Rosa Parks 
without being taught background about the 
Civil Rights Movement?
 In 2008-2009, Baltimore City Public 
Schools adopted Fair Student Funding – push-
ing the dollar per pupil amount out of Central 
Office and into schools, effectively decentraliz-
ing the district. Many principals, now in charge 
of their own budgets, haven’t seen the need to 
replenish the supplies for Social Studies since 
it is not a focus of testing. Money is instead al-
located to ELA and Math and teachers of those 
subjects. Art and Music teachers also took a 
huge hit, along with Librarians, but vocal sup-
port groups have made themselves heard and 
these teachers are slowly getting back into the 
schools. A once office of three in Central Office, 
an Elementary, Middle and High School Social 
Studies Specialist is down to an office of one, 
who oversees all Social Studies K-12. 
 However, Social Studies is included 
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in the Code of Maryland Regulations (or 
COMAR). COMAR 13A.04.08.01 says: A. Each 
local school system shall: (1) Provide in public 
schools an instructional program in social 
studies each year for all students in grades 
prekindergarten—8; and (2) Offer in public 
schools a social studies program in grades 
9—12 which enables students to meet 
graduation requirements and to select social 
studies electives. But unfortunately unless 
there is someone to enforce this – COMAR 
falls dead. However, it does give you a leg 
to stand on when asking for Social Studies 
instruction. I believe our students deserve 
to have an education that includes Social 
Studies and to have it from a young age, so 
as they grow, they know their rights, they 
know the law, and they have an understand-
ing of how governments works, and how 
they can change things if they don’t feel the 
government is representing them. Is there a 
reason why we wouldn’t want our students 
to receive this information? 
 If you care about this you must lend your 
voice, because unless voices are heard noth-
ing changes. Talk to school board members. 
Go to school board meetings. When funding 
comes out – look for Social Studies – or the 
lack thereof – sometimes what is missing is 
the most important part. Social Studies isn’t 
“another thing” – it’s everything – and our 
students deserve to have everything. It’s also 
worth noting that when you see amazing pro-
gramming coming out of that office of one at 
Central Office - realize that is only accomplished 
through blood, sweat, tears, and the love and 
help of local organizations. We need you. The 
kids need you. And hopefully we aren’t too late.
 In 2017, Raelynne Snyder received a BCHS 
Baltimore History Honors Living History Award  
for her tireless work within Baltimore City Public 
Schools.  She recently returned to her hometown 
in Pittsburgh, but you can still contact her at 
raelynne.snyder@gmail.com.

city on ox carts from nearby Ellicott Mills. 
 In 1817 Latrobe had another opportu-
nity to glorify the city that he was now living 
in. He had been chosen to build a merchants 
exchange building near the waterfront 
bounded by Gay and what is now Lombard 
Street. The merchants of the city intended a 
multipurpose structure that would include a 
post office, counting rooms, a custom house 
and a meeting hall. Today, save for sport 
stadiums and corporate campuses, we are 
far removed from such ambitious buildings 
that glorify our cities.  
 Latrobe complied with a structure that 
became the talk of the town. In the neoclas-
sical style that he promoted throughout his 
career he created a spectacular dome 115 feet 
above the floor over a grand rotunda. There, 
merchants observed the goings and com-
ings of their profitable Clipper ships; there 
Baltimoreans held celebrations such as the 
arrival of General Lafayette in 1824. But the 
merchant’s exchange did not survive destruc-
tive impulses and was torn down in 1901. 
 Latrobe built private homes as well 
in Baltimore, including a barn on Robert 
Goodloe Harper’s Oakdale estate in present 
day Roland Park. Now reconstructed on the 
grounds of the Baltimore Art Museum, it is 
perhaps the only barn in the United States 
with a portico and columns. 
 Besides his buildings, Latrobe left Balti-
more a human legacy: his two sons John and 
Benjamin contributed their talents in the law 
and engineering to the city’s great 19th cen-
tury enterprise, the B&O Railroad. And John’s 
son Ferdinand was a seven-term mayor of the 
city. As we remember our city’s leaders, we 
should include Benjamin Henry Latrobe.   
 Jean Baker is a Goucher College History 
Professor, who most recently has taught in 
Goucher’s prison education program at Jessup, 
Maryland. Her publications include: Affairs of 
Party: The Political Culture of Northern Demo-
crats in the Mid-Nineteenth Century, Sisters: 
The Lives of America’s Suffragists and Margaret 
Sanger: A Life of Passion.
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Notable Baltimorean Victorine Quille Adams - cont. from page 1
ditions within the African American com-
munity as well as neutralize the deleterious 
effects of segregation. These women opened 
libraries, built schools, taught children, 
funded hospitals, created scholarships alter-
ing the landscape and materials conditions 
of their race. There were intraracial squabbles 
and interracial cooperation all done with the 
future in view of African Americans being 
fully enfranchised and integrated American 
citizens in word and deed. 
 Adams was a notable Baltimorean. She 
was the first woman and African American 
woman elected to the Baltimore City Council 
in 1968. Prior to her seat on the City Council, 
Adams was doing great work in the African 
American community principally in the 
Fourth District. Born in April 1912 educated 
in segregated public schools and local col-
leges Coppin State and Morgan State she 
opted for a career in education becoming 
a school teacher. For women in general and 
African American women in particular teach-
ing along with social work, librarianship, or 
nursing were the feminized professions that 
allowed women a good deal of latitude and 
impact within their communities.  In the 
classroom the inequity of Jim Crow were 
evident in the lack of resources.  To amelio-
rate these conditions, Adams organized two 
women’s clubs to teach the African American 
community about politics, voting and social 
services. To acquire the social services as 
tax paying Baltimore residents, in 1946 she 
organized the Colored Women’s Democratic 
Campaign Committee and Woman Power, 
Inc. in 1964.  The CWDCC sought to back 
candidates whose campaigns addressed the 
needs within the African American commu-
nity. The endeavor of the CWDCC did not re-
strict their support to only African American 
candidates but any candidate or party who 
were sympathetic to the causes and issues 
that impacted African Americans. While 
Woman Power served the interest of women 
in politics, register the eligible, protect their 
neighborhood and be multi-partisan; they 
sought to broaden their influence nationally. 
 Adams’ endeavor was not unique to 
African American women but one success-
fully sustained Baltimore effort to galvanize 
the power of women. Many of these women 
were school teachers, church women, col-
lege educated, as well as, housewives, and 
working class women who desired to see 
positive changes within their community. 
Stephanie Shaw in What a Woman Ought to 
Be and Do chronicled three generations of 
professional African American women born 

from 1880 to 1950.  “These women did not 
stumble upon these leadership roles acci-
dentally; nor were they, in general born to 
them…They achieved leadership through 
an empowering socialization process and a 
particular understanding of womanhood – 
and how they experienced it.” 
 Adams’ career demonstrated this form 
of empowering socialization from her club 
work to the Baltimore City Council. She ar-
ticulated this concept in an Afro American 
article published December 1971 written in 
the wake of a television program that exam-
ined the careers of all City Council members. 
Her husband William “Little Willie” Adams’ 
infamy often obscured her advancements 
in the local media. Adams stated: 
 “Whereas I am well known as the wife 
of Willie Adams – I am better known in my 
community as a diligent, hardworking, civic 
worker, and civic leader in my own right. I 
want to remind some, and inform others, 
that I carved a niche in Baltimore for myself 
with my teaching techniques by sheer dint 
of hard work. My husband’s encouragement 
and financial support were not handicaps…I 
feel I should be regarded not only as the wife 
of Willie Adams but as a woman who has 
used her influence and affluence to better 
the community in which she lives.”
 Toward this end, the leadership and 
contributions to improving life for Baltimore 
residents is the legacy of Adams. She did a 
great deal during her 93 years of life. The 
Baltimore Sun reported the words of Loretta 
Jennings, an applicant for the Baltimore Fuel 
Fund, “It’s funny how people go unnoticed 
who do such great things.” Senator Barbara 
A. Mikulski stated,“I learned a lot from her…
I learned about how to get things done… 
[Victorine] really did change Baltimore. You 
really did change the world.” This is the Vic-
torine Q. Adams I seek to reclaim and situate 
adequately with her own words and on her 
own record. 

Victorine Quille Adams, left, is pictured with 
a campaign worker.

BCHS Board Member Ida Jones, PhD.

and always respectful. Club duties are also 
democratic, with two co-facilitators, election 
supervisors, a trip coordinator, guest speaker 
announcers, a Skype host, and even a mem-
ber who brings his personal gong to keep the 
club on schedule! As of December 2017, the 
History Book Group has read and discussed 
113 books. The January 2018 visiting author 
was Pulitzer, Polk, and Overseas Press Club 
Award-winning journalist and Baltimorean 
Will Englund, a recent Moscow correspon-
dent for the Baltimore Sun and Washington 
Post who has spent twelve years reporting 
from Russia. His book is March 1917: On the 
Brink of War and Revolution. In February, the 
History Book Group hosted Johns Hopkins 
University professor emeritus and Baltimore 
City Historical Society board member Mat-
thew Crenson for an informed discussion of 
his new book Baltimore: A Political History. 
Since its inception the History Book Group 
has provided a place for Baltimore authors 
and historians to unveil new works. Charles 
Mitchell has visited twice and in May 2009 
first brought his new work, Maryland Voices 
of the Civil War to the club. Other local au-
thors who have visited the group to discuss 
their new works includes Christopher Corbett 
(UMBC), Jack Fruitman (Towson University), 
Richard Striner (Washington College), David 
O. Stewart (constitutional lawyer and author), 
and Michael Olesker (journalist and TV com-
mentator). The family of Henrietta Lacks paid 
a surprise visit when the club discussed the 
book on her life. Antero 



By Jordan Fisher
 Henrietta “Etta” Haynie Maddox, a suf-
fragette and Maryland’s first female lawyer, 
began a fight to practice law in the state in 
1901, upon her graduation from the Balti-
more Law School. She expressed concern 
to the Morning Sun: “Maryland was the first 
colony to admit a woman to the bar…I hope 
Maryland will not be the last of the states 
to give women the right to practice law in 
her courts.” When Maddox began her fight 
to practice law in the state, 37 other states 
had removed the antiquated gender barrier 
upon the practice of law. Through Maddox’s 
efforts with the state’s courts and legislature, 
she began the movement towards equality 
for women throughout the state and not just 
in the practice of law. 
 In the colonial period, Maryland did 
have a female lawyer, Margaret Brent, who 
was admitted to the bar as an attorney for 
Lord Baltimore in 1648. After the American 
Revolution, since 1783, the practice of law 
in Maryland has been mandated by statute 
passed by the Maryland General Assembly. 
The statute explicitly states, “no person shall 
hereafter be permitted to act as an attorney 
or solicitor in this state…unless he shall be 
a person of integrity, ability, and known and 
unquestionable attachment to our present 
government.” While this was the beginning 
of the formalization period of law in America, 
it also starts to explicitly ban women from 
practice in the state, through the use of the 
pronoun “he” in the statute’s language. In 
1831, further formalization of the practice 
of law in the state, the Maryland General 
Assembly restricts eligibility of practice to 
only free white male citizens of Maryland 
who were over the age of 21 and has been 
a student of law for at least two years any-
where in the United States. 
 Following the passage of the 14th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, the 
statute is amended again to allow practice 
to any male citizen who meets the previ-
ously mentioned qualifications, opening 
the practice of law to men of color. In 1898 
the Maryland General Assembly creates the 
Board of Law Examiners for assessing the 
qualifications of bar applicants. By 1900, 
there were a total of three law schools in 
Baltimore: University of Maryland, Baltimore 
University and Baltimore Law School. Only 
one of these institutions admitted women, 
the Baltimore Law which promised to admit 
women applicants on the same merits as 
male applicants. However, there was an 
inherent contradiction, while women could 
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Maddox’s Fight for the Practice of Law and Equality for Women 
attend law school in Baltimore, by statute 
they were unable to practice law in the state. 
Catherine Hunckel was the first woman 
to graduate from a Maryland law school, 
graduating from the Baltimore University 
Law School on March 29, 1893, although she 
did not apply for admission to the bar until 
1902, after Maddox had paved the way. 
 Maddox, a Baltimore City native attend-
ed Baltimore public schools and graduated 
from Eastern Female High School on June 
26, 1873, where she received a Peabody 
Gold Medal for high marks and a Maryland 
Institute Membership. Following graduation, 
she attended the Peabody Institute from 
1873-1875, pursuing a musical education. 
After this, she went on to attend law school. 
On June 6, 1901, she graduates from the Bal-
timore Law School as the only female in her 
class which consisted of 13 other men mak-
ing her the first woman to graduate from the 
school. Four days later the Women’s Suffrage 
Association honored her for her achievement 
as the first female lawyer of Maryland. 
 As previously noted, the admittance to 
the Maryland Bar is governed by the Mary-
land Board of Law Examiners which is over-
seen by the Court of Appeals of Maryland. 
While she was unable to take the State Bar 
Exam in June due to illness, she did attempt 
to take the exam in the fall.  Following the 
state’s procedure Maddox filed a petition 
with the Court of Appeals of Maryland to take 
the state’s bar exam in October 1901. She 
requests in her petition that she be allowed 
to submit “an argument by brief in support of 
my right as a woman to take the examination 
under the law.”
 On October 30, 1901, the court granted 
Maddox’s request to file an argument by 
brief. The brief submitted by Howard Bryant, 
her former law school professor, includes 
five pages of facts and twelve pages of argu-
ment. She put forth a position to the court 
that “before the law this right to a choice of 
vocations cannot be said to be denied or 
intended to be abridged on account of sex.” 
Maddox believed that her right to practice 
law was a right guaranteed to her by the 
newly passed 14th amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution. As such, she argued that be-
cause of her inherent freedom to choose 
a profession that is protected by the 14th 
amendment, it therefore does not require 
legislative authorization. Additionally, she 
argued that the ambiguity of the language 
in the statute at the time allows for it to be 
interpreted as applying to both men and 
women, as it does for other laws. Generally, 

in other Maryland statutes of the time, “he” 
was used to apply to both men and women. 
A criminal court judge would not have ruled 
a female who violated a criminal statute as 
not able to be sentenced because the statu-
tory language did not explicitly refer to “her”. 
Maddox simply asserted that the practice of 
law was not different. 
 In this period, the court was beginning 
to go through a dramatic shift of jurispru-
dence from formalism to legal realism. 
Formalism refers to judicial decision making 
being solely made based upon past court 
decisions, while legal realism considers so-
cial factors. Although, in this case, the court 
stuck with a formalistic interpretation. The 
court rejects both of her arguments. Her 14th 
Amendment argument was rejected because 
“for all intents and purposes, the Privileges 
and Immunities Clause was rendered a dead 
letter in The Slaughterhouse Cases, decided 
in 1873 and remains so to this day.”  Addition-
ally, in Bradwell v. Illinois (1873) the Supreme 
Court find that the “privilege of admission to 
the office of an attorney cannot be said to be 
a right or immunity belonging to the citizen, 
but is governed and regulated by the Legis-
lature, who may prescribe the qualifications 
required, and designate the class of persons 
who may be admitted.” The Court of Appeals 
of Maryland finds that the practice of law 
by statutory requirements is limited only to 
men in the state of Maryland. In the opinion, 
Chief Justice McSherry states “we are not to 
be understood as disparaging the laudable 
ambition of females to become lawyers.” The 
court defers action to the Maryland General 
Assembly stating in the opinion, “It is for the 
General Assembly to declare what class of 
persons shall be admitted to the bar. We have 
no power to enact legislation. The court can 
only interpret what the Legislature adopts.” 
The court takes the 

Henrietta Haynie Maddox
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Maddox’s Fight - cont. from page 4
stance of legislative deference solidifying in 
their decision that it is not up to them to make 
law, only to interpret already enacted laws. 
Understandably, Maddox was furious with 
the legal interpretation and took her concerns 
to the press. She tells the Morning Sun, “The 
rule concerning the construing of masculine 
pronouns as including feminine in all cases 
where such construction is not absurd or 
unreasonable applies to penal laws. Why 
doesn’t it apply to all others? If a woman may 
come under the designation of ‘he’ in a statute 
defining a felony and fixing its punishment, 
it is hard to conceive that she cannot under 
the same designation be brought within the 
terms of a statute defining civil rights.” 
 Maddox’s loss before the Court of Ap-
peals of Maryland was just the beginning 
of her fight to practice law in the state of 
Maryland. She took her fight to Annapolis to 
the Maryland General Assembly, as recom-
mended to her by the Court of Appeals. In 
their opinion, the Chief Justice states, “If the 
General Assembly thinks, at its approaching 
session, that females ought to be admit-
ted to the bar it can so declare. Until then 
we have no power to admit the applicant 

and her request to be allowed to stand for 
examination must be denied.” She found a 
state senator in Annapolis who was sympa-
thetic to her cause, Senator Jacob M. Moses. 
Moses introduced a bill to the Maryland 
State Senate on January 23, 1902, to amend 
the existing statute to allow women to be 
admitted to the practice of law. On February 
20, 1902, Maddox attended a hearing on the 
bill before the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
Additionally, those in attendance who spoke 
in favor of the bill were Mrs. J. Ellen Foster, 
who was admitted to the Iowa Bar in 1875, 
Miss Laura Clay, President of the Equal Rights 
Society of Kentucky, and Miss Gail Laughlin, 
a practicing attorney in New York. On March 
4, 1902, the bill passed the Senate by a vote 
of 14-2 and is sent to the Maryland House of 
Delegates. The Maryland House of Delegates 
ratified the bill on March 31, 1902, by a vote 
of 54-9 and sent the bill to the governor for 
signature. Finally, on April 8, 1902, Gov. John 
Walter Smith signed the bill into law allow-
ing Maddox and women similarly situated to 
take the Maryland State Bar Exam. 
 In June 1902, a year after she graduated 
from the Baltimore Law School, Maddox took 
the Maryland State Bar and passed it, becom-
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Pietila set the book club’s attendance record 
when he visited in October 2015. The most-
times-visited award goes to a special History 
Book Group friend and supporter, Goucher 
College historian Jean Baker, who has visited 
three times to discuss her new books.
 In addition to providing a monthly 
stimulating and challenging forum to discuss 
history books, the History Book Group also 
plans and executes an annual History Road 
Trip. Like the books, destinations are decided 
democratically, and past excursions have 
included the Gettysburg and Antietam bat-
tlefields, historic Philadelphia, Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park, and an exhilarating 
hiking trip to the Merryman family gravesite 
in the Loch Raven Reservoir. The November 
2017 road trip was to the National Museum 
of Civil War Medicine in Frederick, Maryland.
 Like other organizations, the History 
Book Group has tried to take advantage of 
new technologies to present an exciting and 
interesting product to its members. In May 
2015, the club first used Skype technology 
to talk live with Pepperdine University law 
and history professor Edward Larson on his 
new book on George Washington. Professor 
Larson Skyped in from Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina, where he was a visiting lecturer. Since 

ing the first woman to be licensed to practice 
law in the state of Maryland. The State Board 
of Law Examiners notified her in July of 1902 
that she passed the state bar “very creditably.” 
She was then admitted to practice law in the 
State of Maryland by the Court of Appeals on 
September 11, 1902. Additionally, she was 
admitted to practice before the Supreme 
Bench of Baltimore City on September 24, 
1902. Followed by an admittance to practice 
before the United States District Court for 
the District of Maryland on March 4, 1911. 
Maddox opened a law practice in Baltimore 
City originally located in the old Law Build-
ing which burned in the fire of 1904. A large 
amount of her practice involved the legal and 
real estate work of her parents’ estate. Maddox 
revolutionized the practice of law in Maryland 
by making it attainable for women. Maddox 
continued to fight for the rights of women 
throughout her career and was described as 
a “tireless worker for women’s suffrage.”  
 Working with her sister, suffragette 
Emma Funck Maddox, Maddox wrote 
Maryland’s first women’s suffrage bill and 
presents it to the Maryland General Assem-
bly in 1910. This bill did not pass. The 19th 
Amendment of the United States Constitu-
tion states “the right of the citizens of the 
United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any 
State on account of sex.” While Maryland did 
not ratify this amendment until 1941, the 
amendment was ratified by three-fourths 
of the states on August 18, 1920, a victory 
for suffragists across the county including 
Maddox. Following passage of the amend-
ment, Maddox continued to practice law 
and fight for women’s rights. The Women’s 
Suffrage Association which Maddox and her 
sister were a part of became the Women’s 
Democratic Club after 1920. 
 By the time of her death on February 
19, 1933, Maddox was successful in her 
courageous push for the practice of law 
for all women in Maryland and with her 
many other fights for the rights of women 
throughout the state. Maddox’s efforts were 
only the beginning of what was to come for 
women across the state. Over 50 years after 
her death, the Maryland General Assembly 
and Maryland voters approved Maryland’s 
equal rights amendment, ratified on No-
vember 7, 1978. Article 46 of the Maryland 
Declaration of Rights, states “Equality of 
rights under the law shall not be abridged or 
denied because of sex.” Maddox’s efforts and 
perseverance throughout both the court 
system and legislature paved the way for 
future female lawyers throughout the state. 

that inaugural leap the club has Skyped with 
five authors from around the world, most 
recently with Nisid Hajari, who discussed his 
well-researched book on the deadly legacy 
of the partition of India. He Skyped in from 
his office in Singapore. 
 The History Book Group meets at the 
Towson Library on the third Wednesday of 
every month at 7:00 PM. The library’s address 
is 320 York Rd. and offers sheltered parking 
and a café. To contact the book club, email 
bluesguy0411@yahoo.com.  Meetings are 
open to the public and new members are 
always welcome.

Brad Alston
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Did you miss the BCHS and 
HSBC Joint Program on 

Baltimore Police History?

Baltimore Book Collection 
Continues to Grow 

From one of the attendees: 
 Due to his line of duty injury in 2001, 
Kenny Driscoll was unable to attend the 
event in person. He did record a short au-
dio segment to be played in his absence. 
Kenny Driscoll, after his career ending injury, 
became involved as a Baltimore police his-
torian. He helped reopen the Baltimore City 
Police Museum and runs the website balti-
morepolicehistory.com. He uses his website 
to honor those members of the BCPD who 
died in the line of duty.   
 After the event, I explored his website. It 
was incredible how much detail was on the 
site and just how much information could 
be accessed. At the event, it was noted that 
you can use Kenny’s site to take your very 
own online course in Baltimore City police 
history. This is entirely true and is something 
I would like to continue to explore in my 
spare time.

By Don Torres
 The BCHS Book Collection continued 
to grow steadily through 2017. As a result 
of solicitations at various events, with fly-
ers asking “What’s in Your Attic?” nearly 200 
“Baltimore” books were donated during the 
year, bringing the total collection (started in 
2000) to about 1,200 works on Baltimore and 
by and about Baltimoreans. Donations are 
placed in the BCHS Book Collection Library 
housed within the beautiful and historic 
Baltimore Bar Library, on the 6th floor of 
the Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr., Courthouse, 
Calvert and Lexington Streets. Visitors are 
welcome to peruse the books on-site. The 
book collection to date can be viewed online 
through the Baltimore Bar Library website at 
barlib.org. One major event in 2017 to help 
publicize the Book Collection and encour-
age donations was the annual Baltimore 
Book Festival held at the Inner Harbor. The 
BCHS table on September 24th displayed a 

BCHS Newsletter committee members Mary 
Jane Arnold and Don Torres.

selection of books from the Book Collection, 
including books by BCHS members. Plans are 
to continue participation in this event and 
initiate other activities to publicize the Book 
Collection and encourage more donations to 
preserve Baltimore’s history.


